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JH: Does it say record in the upper left hand corner?  

WM: Yeah, I think. Yes, it is. It’s timing. Well, this is Bill Marchione speaking. And the following oral 

interview with Louise Reese is being conducted for the Smyrna Public Library's Oral History project. 

And I'm conducting the interview with the assistance of Jutta Hansen. The date is Tuesday, November 5, 

2019, and the interview is being conducted in the conference room of the Smyrna Public Library. You're 

welcome, Mrs. Reese.  

LR: Thank you so much.  

WM: The information you provided on the biographical information form indicates that you graduated 

from high school in Douglas, Georgia, which is a community in South Georgia. 

LR: Correct. 

WM: Were you born there? 

 LR: No, I was born near there but, but not in Douglas. 

WM:  But in that same… 

LR: In that vicinity, correct. 

WM: And what year were you born? 

 LR: 1928. 

WM: Had your family always lived in that area? 

LR: Yes. Since my great grandfather came from Ireland. They've lived in that area. 
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WM:  And the family name was Nugent. What, what brought your paternal or maternal ancestors to that 

location? Do you have any idea? 

 LR: No, I don’t. Except I know that well, the story famous story is that he worked on the railroad with a 

lot of Irish immigrants here in Savannah. And that he would work in the wintertime in the south and go 

north in the summer supposedly to escape the heat. But there came a time when he was unable financially 

to get the return north. So he stayed in the south and worked. And over time, he accumulated quite a large 

tract of land because, because the Irish were very interested in having land since they were refused by the 

British, they could not own land in Ireland. Somehow the land was very big attraction from the Irish. 

WM: And did they engage in farming on that, on that land? What, what kind of farming? 

LR: Well, mostly tobacco and cotton and peanuts. 

WM: All big crops in that, in that area. 

LR: Yes. 

WM: Now you moved to Atlanta apparently to attend nursing school at the Saint Joseph's Infirmary in 

Atlanta. Which happened to be the very first hospital established back in 1880. And also as a Roman 

Catholic institution, does it still exist? 

LR: Well, it's St. Joseph is the parent of St. Joseph Hospital, which is now in the north, on the north side 

of Atlanta. 

WM: And I also noted from the form that you filled out that your religious affiliation is Roman Catholic. 

And I know that you, you belong to the St. Thomas the Apostle Church here in Smyrna, Were your 

parents Roman Catholic? 
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 LR: My dad was, and then my mother was later in life. 

WM: Coming from Ireland. I mean, that, that makes sense. 

LR: Yes, that was expected. 

WM: Now, your mother's maiden name was Daniel? Was she by any chance related to the prominent 

Daniel family of Cobb County that you're aware of? 

LR: No, no, no.  

WM: It's a fairly common name. 

LR: Right. 

WM: Were there many Roman Catholic families living in Douglas, Georgia when you were growing up? 

LR: No, very few. We did have a church but only a few families were members. 

WM: And was your religious affiliation? Must have been a factor in your choice of Saint Joseph's and 

nursing school?  

LR: Yes. 

WM: Now, there was much active anti Catholic sentiment in Georgia years ago.  

LR: Tell me about it! 

WM: Do you recall any incidents of anti Catholicism while you were growing up in Douglas or after your 

removal to the Atlanta area? 
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LR: Well, there's one very critical event when I was a child, about 10 years old, there was a priest who 

came through and showed movies from the back of a truck and invited all the people to come see the 

movie. It was The Life of Christ. And then of course, he made a presentation. Well, he made quite an 

impression on the locals, some of them, but especially in Lakeland, Georgia, which was highly, was very 

much a black community, very black community and that he had quite a large conversion of the black   

citizens and the, some of the white people were upset about that. So, they, there was a, an organization in 

the North that furnished money to finance building a church and school for the black community in 

Lakeland, Georgia. And the white people were upset. And when the priest came to visit, they visited him 

and threatened his life and he said, well, you can kill me, but there'll be another one afterwards. So that 

didn’t frighten him away or something. But anyway, they threatened his life. 

WM: How old were you at that time? 

LR: I was about ten years old and I recall going to the dedication of that church.  

WM: So that would have been in 1938 or thereabouts? 

LR: Thereabouts.  

WM: Interestingly that that was the same year that the Smyrna race riot occurred here in Smyrna. It was a 

difficult time racially in the in the 30s. 

LR: Right, right. 

WM: Describe if you would the kind of training you received at St Joseph's nursing school. 

LR: Well, originally, in the, in the beginning, they sent us to Mount Washington College Junior College 

in Baltimore for a three month academic introduction. And then then we came back to live in the nursing 

home at St. Joe’s Hospital and they, they provided more classes of course. But then we also worked in the 
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hospital for clinical training. But also at that time, there was such a shortage of nurses because World War 

II was using nurses. And so we were used as a clinical people to work in the hospital. And that's how we 

got our training. But we were also used to work. 

WM: Were the teachers nuns? 

LR: Some of them were, some were not 

WM: And was religious instruction part of the curriculum or it was just assumed that you had already 

received your religious training. 

LR: No, right. 

WM: You then worked at St. Joseph's hospital for 15 years. Was the hospital racially segregated when 

you worked there? 

LR: Yes, in the beginning it was. 

WM: It's my understanding that you're, I should have asked a question about when it was integrated. Do 

you, do you recall? 

LR: Oh, well, about the time I left there was an introduction of a couple of very well-educated black girls 

who were working on the pediatric unit. That's where they, they introduced black nurses. And they were, 

they were very good. So they, they were very well received. 

WM: And about what, what year was that? Do you recall? 

LR: No, it was in the late 50s, I would guess. 

WM: Because the schools in Cobb County were integrated in the mid-sixties.  
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LR: Yeah, that was later than, the hospital came first. 

WM: It's my understanding that your husband Robert Reese was a native of Cobb County that he attended 

the Cobb County schools and was a teacher by occupation. How did you meet your husband? 

LR: Through a mutual friend 

WM: And what was his educational background? 

LR: He was so, master's in education. 

WM: Master's in education. He attended the local schools and here in Cobb County. 

LR: Yes, he did. And then he went to, originally he started at, what was it called? Them? Let me see. 

Georgia Extension. I don't recall. But somehow there was a, a school that was attached was a part of the 

university system in downtown Atlanta and it was in, the gun and the parking deck. And he went there 

originally first and then he transferred to the university system in Athens.  

WM: And at what schools? And for how long did your husband teach? 

LR: Well, he was at the Fitzhugh Lee School which was South of Smyrna, near the location where 285 

crosses Atlanta Road. Now, of course, there was no 285 at that time. But that's the, the location and that's 

the school he went to, he was, he was a graduate of that school. It was from, first through 11. Originally, 

we only had 11 grades. And so he graduated from that school and then, of course, he served in the US 

Navy during World War II. And when he came back, he went to school and was hired there as a teacher 

and he taught four years, I believe. And then he became a principal of the Hawthorne school. He opened 

Hawthorne School. He was the one who opened Hawthorne School. 
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WM: That’s interesting, Tom McNeal.Well, I've been doing some research on the black community. Was 

there one time as well? 

LR: Yes, he was very fond of Tom. He was Principal of Rose Garden Hills. 

WM: Now you lived on Plant Atkinson Road south of Smyrna for 15 years, presumably following your 

marriage. And during what years did you, did you live at that location? 

LR: Well, we lived there till 1963 I think until the early sixties when we used to go to Brook Drive. 

WM: Did the area change to any extent in the decade and a half that you lived there? 

LR: Not, not to any extent. But Woodland Brook Drive was developed by the landowner. It was, had 

originally been a dairy farm and he was very persnickety about who he allowed to buy, buy land. So, but 

it was, it was developed slowly because he chose not to develop it quickly, I guess probably for financial 

reasons as well as and otherwise. 

WM: You then moved to Woodland Brook Road in Vinings. During, during what years did you live 

there? 

LR: We lived there until 1963. 

WM: How did the Vinings community change during your period of residency there? 

LR: What we called was a pot of gold at the intersection of… I'm having a senior moment anyway where 

it is where the section is now in just near the railroad. And if you went to Vinings, you went all the way to 

the pot of gold when, as, as a matter of fact, earlier in my years at St Thomas, some man asked me how I 

like to live in Vinings and I said, I don't live in Vinings and he said, don't you live on Woodland Brook 



 

 

Louise Reese   Smyrna GA 9 

Drive? And I said yes, but that's not Vinings, I mean, you know, the railroad, the railway station, the 

depot. Yeah, the pot of gold. And so it has changed considerably.  

WM: The  mayor's, Mayor Max Bacon's mother's family, I believe, had a store at, called Mosley's in 

Vinings? 

LR: I’ve not heard of that. 

WM: As a mother of five children, it must have been difficult to balance your career as a nurse with the 

responsibilities of motherhood. Did you work consistently? 

LR: Yes, I did. Part of that time, I worked while the children were in school, I worked in the doctor's 

office, but I, I preferred hospital nursing. 

WM: Well, you, you posed, suggested that we include a number of questions.  I try to incorporate as 

many of them as possible into the, into the. 

LR: Well, I'm not sure that, you know, that I would have enough. Well, I don't know if I could give them 

much information about Smyrna proper because I just lived outside the city. 

WM: But you did mention the Campbell family and the donation of land for the building of the Campbell 

High School. What can you tell us about, about the Campbell family? 

LR: I don't, I don't know anything about the Campbell family except that I've heard just hearsay about 

their contribution of the land and their stipulation that it returned to them if it was no longer a school.  

WM: Well, what I've been told is that the there was a stipulation that the school be named for Richard 

Orme Campbell. And when the attempt was made to change it to the Smyrna school, and there was a suit 
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in connection with that, the rather interesting facet of the, of the history of the area. Apparently local 

families also donated land to the Fitzhugh Lee School. Can you tell us? 

LR: Well, I just know it's the Brown family. 

WM: The Browns? What can you tell us about the history of the Fitzhugh Lee School generally? 

LR: Well, first of all, uh at that time, each school district had their own trustees and they used the tax 

money from their district and Fitzhugh Lee was very fortunate because Plant Atkinson, the George Power 

Plant was in their school district and they received a lot of money from taxes. So they were very fortunate 

in that respect. And they had a nice school building and they had a gym which the, the community used a 

lot. 

WM: Did any of your children attend the Fitzhugh Lee School? 

LR: Yes, I have two, oldest attended two or three years. 

WM: Was there an effort of which you're aware to save the Fitzhugh Lee School from its recent 

demolition? 

LR: Yes, yes there was. 

WM: Were you involved in that to any extent?  

LR: No 

WM: Going back to the questions that you suggested that we, that we include, how did Windy Hill get its 

name? 
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LR: Well, I, that's a little interesting story. I thought. At that time, Rich’s department stores was the store, 

Rich’s and Macy's were the two stores in Atlanta that all the ladies traded. And, a mark of distinction was 

to have a charge plate from Rich’s Department store. And if you made any sort of tip purchase, no matter 

how small and they were delivered or pick it up if you chose not to keep it. And there was a, a dentist who 

lived in our area who grew up in the area practiced there and he moved his family to a farm that where is 

now the intersection of Johnson Ferry, I mean Powers Ferry and well, Windy Hill now, I don't know what 

it was then. And his wife wanted Rich’s to deliver it to her place, but there was no address. So she got 

busy and got it named Windy Hill Road because their farm was named Windy Hill. And the, and the road 

began at that place. 

WM: Very interesting. I never heard that before. It's unique story. What can you tell us about the access 

road built in 1942 to connect Atlanta to the Bell Bomber Plant. 

LR:  Which is now South Cobb Drive. 

WM: South Cobb Drive? 

LR: Not much because that had all taken place before I arrived on the scene. 

 [break from part 1 to part 2] 

 WM: On my web page from a woman who was trying to mediate a family disagreement. Her mother 

maintained that the access road was originally topped with gravel while her father maintained that it had 

always been hard topped. I wrote back that to the best of my knowledge, it was hard topped from the 

beginning. I don't know if you could offer any clarification. 

LR: No, I can’t. 

WM: Not at all. 
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LR:  All that took place before I arrived on the scene. 

WM: Now you mentioned also Dickson Shopping Center that dated from 1946. It was the first shopping 

center in the Smyrna area. Can you describe the Dickson Shopping Center as you remember it? 

LR: It was just a small strip shopping center and there was a, a dime store, a grocery store, a dress shop I 

believe - I'm not entirely sure about that, but I think there was a dress shop but, and Mr. Dickson was a 

well-known in the community and, and served the community well. 

WM: Now what period was that, that you're remembering from how, how early do your recollections go 

back? 

LR: It was, it was soon after I moved to Smyrna or maybe it had already been started and I just was not 

aware of it because I worked in Atlanta and didn't go north very much. 

WM: Well, it dated from, I think, 1945 or 46. 

LR: That’s when I arrived, well, I arrived in 48.  

WM: I don't, I don't imagine it changed much in that period. 

LR: No, it didn't change very rapidly. 

WM: You referenced a merchant who opened a line of credit for employees laid off by Lockheed. In what 

period did those layoffs occur? And was that merchant, possibly Mr. Dickson? 

LR: The merchant was Mr. Dickson. I'm not sure about the exact timing because of that was a time when 

they were sort of giving up armament building. 

WM: At the end of the war. 
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LR: And so the Bell Bomber went downhill because they didn't have as much armament building. But 

later, Lockheed assembled it. Of course, it came back. 

WM: Now, you indicated on the biographical information form that you'd been a parishioner at St. 

Thomas the Apostle in Smyrna for 50 years. This is the only Catholic church in Smyrna and has one of 

the largest congregations. When was St Thomas the Apostle Church founded? 

LR: 1966 

WM: 1966. And I remember you were, you were a member, right? And where was it originally located? 

LR: It was always in this location. Originally, they didn't have a tract of land to build on and they were 

looking for land and this was, had adequate land mass and was available.  

WM: So they've never changed location. And that was the first, that’s interesting to know. 

LR: Yeah, they, they used various church’s facilities for their… 

WM: And you were a founding member. You were one of the original members. What is the racial, ethnic 

composition of the membership currently? 

LR: Approximate everything you can name. We, we have Hispanics, we have African. Jutta can testify, 

we have everything. Asians. 

JH: Yeah. 

WM: Very diverse, racially and ethnically. 

LR: It lives up to its name Catholic. We'll say that. 

WM: What percentage approximately of the membership is Hispanic? 
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LR: Oh, it's 50% or more. Probably more. 

WM: And does the church offer services in, in Spanish? 

LR: Oh, yes. As many in Spanish as in English. 

WM: And they must be Hispanic priests also serving the church. 

LR: Yes, we have one priest who came up from Mexico and was living here to learn English and he had 

such a following that he's remained for 17 years now and very well loved by the Hispanic community. 

WM: What can you tell us about the grand opening of the Belmont Hill Shopping Center? 

LR: Not much. 

WM: That goes back.  

LR: It was, it's just that I was not that connected to the north of my residence.  

WM: It opened, I think in 1954. If I remember correct. 

LR: That sounds about right. And it was quite an event for Smyrna.  

WM: I know they had Anita Ekberg as their featured guest for the opening, the actress.  

LR: See, I don't know that, I was more of a homebody at that time. 

WM: Why are the streets near the intersection of South Cobb Drive, formerly called the access highway 

and Windy Hill Road, named for California Cities? 

LR: Well, because Lockheed came about the time that was built, the buildings, the community was built 

to house Lockheed employees.  
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WM: That was one of the first major housing developments in Smyrna called Lockheed Heights. And all 

of the streets were given the names of California cities where the Lockheed Corporation was chiefly 

centered. 

WM: In what period were the local public schools finally integrated? 

LR: I would say that I would guess the mid-60s? 

WM: Right. And was there that, you know, of much organized opposition? 

LR: Yes, there was. There were neighborhood meetings and all that sort of thing. And should we just 

close the school? I mean, it was ridiculous and just close the schools but good common sense would then 

prevail.  

WM: Raymond Reed was a leading opponent of closing the schools down. 

LR: I don’t know that. 

WM:  I did a couple of lectures on his career. That's the man who occupied the Reed house.  

LR: Yes, right. 

WM: Well, you could not have any personal knowledge of the trolley that ran from Atlanta to Marietta 

along Atlanta Road. So it closed in 1947. What can you relate about the trolley line and the businessmen 

who used to commute from the Smyrna area to Atlanta? 

LR: Well, of course, the building, residential building was along the trolley line because that made it 

convenient for the men to use it. And even when I first moved there, people remembered the trolley with, 

very good memories and they were all, I don't know how the decision was made to, to stop. 
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WM: Well, the mayor at the time was the only woman mayor in the state of Georgia, Lorena Pace Pruitt. 

And she fought strenuously to keep that trolley line and it was Mayor Hartsfield in Atlanta who was 

chiefly responsible for closing it down. He wouldn't give the trolleys access to the city of Atlanta. 

LR: See, that’s news to me, but I know that the community was very fond of the line, it was a big service 

and it was owned by Georgia Power Company who ran the streetcars in Atlanta. 

WM: What can you tell us about the members of the Log Cabin Sunday school who served in World War 

II and whose names are on the well located there? 

LR: Just that, that was a way of honoring and recognizing people who served in the war. 

WM: Hello? [telephone call] 

LR: And interestingly only one man from the community was killed in the war. 

JH: Oh, really? 

LR: And he's, he's buried at that cemetery and Collins memorial.  No, it's not. I know what the name of 

that church is on Church road near Atlanta road. There’s a cemetery. 

JH: Yeah, there is. 

LR: Yeah, it's like the name is Sam Brown?.  

JH: I think it looks like, that cemetery back here is that it's like a, from the civil war cemetery.  

WM: Which cemetery? 

LR: The one I'm talking about is, is up the road across from the intersection of 285 and I mean, very near 

down Terrell Road. 
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JH: Yeah. Yeah. OK. 

WM: Well, tell us about the bell tower at the Log Cabin Church that dedicated to Mike Green. I can, I 

can. Hello? [telephone call] 

[break from part 2 to part 3] 

WM: Sorry about the interruption.  

LR: Interruptions are part of a life.  

WM: The last question was about the bell tower at the Log Cabin Church dedicated to… 

LR: Yes, it was constructed in memory of my, Glenn. 

WM: Glenn? 

LR: And they were members of the Log Cabin Sunday School and he was killed in Vietnam. In memory 

of him. 

WM: So that was the bell tower was built. Must have been built sometime after the 1970s perhaps? 

LR: Perhaps. No, it was, it was, it was early on. I know, but I don't I guess it probably would be the 70s, 

early 70's would be my guess. 

WM: Now W. O. Reese, Sr. was instrumental in the building of the stone chapel at the Log Cabin Sunday 

School, which was built from stone quarried on, on the surrounding land. What can you tell us about Mr. 

Reese? 

LR: Well, he was my father-in-law, a southern gentleman, if ever there was one and he was very 

interested in buildings and construction even though that was not his forte, but that was not his business, 
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but he was very interested in that. And he constructed some rental property and things like that. And Mr. 

Carmichael asked him to supervise the construction of the chapel and he visited a lot of chapels and 

churches in the area to get ideas to use and to suggest to Mr. Carmichael.  

WM: It's a beautiful structure. 

LR: Yes. And now it's known as the wedding chapel because it is so intimate and so beautiful. 

WM: Tell us about young people skating on Log Cabin Drive. 

LR: Oh, yes. Well, they would gather late on Sunday afternoon and skate between, the end of Log Cabin 

Drive and the Carmichael store, which is, I guess at least a mile I would think. 

WM: Now did they, was it flooded or not? 

LR: No, it was, roller skating, not ice skating, roller skating.  

WM: Oh, roller skating! I mean, I'm from New England. So when I hear skating.. 

LR: Skating, to you, is different. 

WM: What can you relate about the Carmichael family and its various enterprises? You know, this, the 

store, the fire, the mule and of course the boarding facility.  They had a lot going on over there. 

LR: Yes, they did. Of course, all the horse and mule [[training or trading?]] was over by the time I arrived 

on the scene, but that was the original business, I think. But they had a mom and pop grocery, which was 

well patronized by the, especially after the trolley car left. It was the local. But, and they would, the ladies 

would call in their orders and, and they would be filled and delivered and they didn't have to be home, 

then they would just leave the door unlocked. And they would go in, these men would go in and put the 

groceries and whatever needed to be refrigerated, put it in the refrigerator and the groceries to the kitchen. 
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WM: Were you personally acquainted with any, any of the members of the family? 

LR: Well, no, I was, I knew them but I was not that my, my family, my husband's family was very, very 

familiar, very good friends of theirs. And his, Mrs. Carmichael taught Sunday school class and like 

having Sunday school and they were well respected members of the community of course, leaders, 

community leaders, I would say. 

WM: How about Jimmy Carmichael? 

LR: Well, Jimmy Carmichael was gone by the time I arrived. But he had had an accident was and was 

left, and had difficulty walking but after that, but he was a very up, outstanding man, well known, not just 

in the community but through that state, as a, as a matter of fact, I'm sure, you know, he ran for governor 

and he received the popular vote but lost the election to Talmadge. 

WM: Yes, the notorious Gene Talmadge. He also of course, ran the, the Bell Bomber plant and, and also 

was an early manager of the, of the Lockheed facility and he's great businessman. 

LR: Yes, yes. 

WM: I'm considering doing a lecture on his career. He's really, he's really interesting. He's a significant 

figure in the history of this area. He was born in an area that's now part of the city. What local dairy used 

to deliver milk in South Cobb, in those years. 

LR: Milford? 

WM. Milk. 

LR: Oh, milk. Oh, yes. There was, there were two or three local dairies that delivered milk in, but that 

was, part of the past also. And now I have been the recent past, I understand. 
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WM:  Was one of them the Creatwood Dairy. Have you heard?  

LR: I don't know that. I, I would think so, but I, I don't know that for a fact. 

WM: We now live on a site that was part of the Creatwood Dairy, that's why I'm asking.  And the 

Creatwood name, there's a whole section of, of Smyrna. 

LR: Our land was owned by Mr. Clark Baker. An interesting story about him is that when he had his land 

surveyed, he insisted on surveying to the middle of the river so that nobody could claim the land.  

WM: That’s interesting. Tell us about Robinson's Tropical Gardens. 

LR: Yeah, that was sort of a nightclub. I guess they, I guess they did serve meals. I think. I'm not sure 

about that, but it was located where the Canoe restaurant is now. 

WM: On the same side, right? 

LR: The same side. Yeah. Yeah. 

WM: Tell us about the disadvantaged Children of St. John of the St. John's community.  

LR: Well, the St. John's community, of course, was the black community, the local black community. 

And their adults worked a lot for the local white people, of course. But, and the children were transported 

to Marietta for school and we didn't know much about them until later when schools were integrated. And 

then children came to, to the local schools. Some of them had never been out of their home. One child 

was kept in a sort of a cage-like arrangement because he was disabled. And that I know that when the 

black children went to Campbell High School, of course, they became immediately involved in sports and 

my daughter was on the pep team and they would, on the night before home games, they would go to the 
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homes of the players and deliver goodies and get a little pep, you know, and they went to the black 

players’ homes and they were really taken aback by what they found when they went there sometimes. 

WM: I remember Nancy Geisler, do you know her? She’s a member of the board of the historical society 

saying that she, and other girls from the school that she attended would go there to, to tutor the children 

when she was a teenager that was on Settlement, was that on Settlement Road? Is that location?  

LR: Yes, yes.  

WM: I was, there isn't anything left there at this point, not even the church, that once was. 

LR: Right, right. 

WM: What are your recollections of Nellie Mae Rowe, the Vinings folk artist? 

LR: My recollections are just driving by and seeing all the display in her yard, which was just really out 

on the road, you know, on the roadside. What I remember most is the, the school children would ride by 

on the bus and they would always look for new things that Nellie Mae had put out, you know, they would 

keep up with all the new things that she put out.  

WM: Her works are now in some major museums and it’s important. 

LR; Yes, I know that she's recognized now, but at that time, she was just a character, you know, who did, 

who used all these little things just to decorate her, her place. And I hope she, I know she's gotten a lot of 

recognition. I hope she got some...  

WM: Now you make reference, you made reference to your daddy giving a eulogy for a black child that 

attended his school.  
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LR: Well, now it was my husband, not my daddy. He was invited to give the eulogy and he was too shy to 

do that and he doesn't realize what a, a compliment that would have been if he had done that. It's funny. 

Now he's, he's done several in his old age or had done several in his old age.  

WM: You also referenced a student who stayed out of school to visit his sick principal at home.  

LR: Who was my husband. He was recovering at home. He had back surgery was out of school for 

several months. And this little boy had visited him a lot in the office and one school day he was just 

walking down the road and he walked into the house and, “Why aren't you in school today?” But he didn't 

spend a lot of time in school. He spent a lot of time out of school as a matter of fact.  

WM: Well, that brings me to the end of the list of questions that I have. Is there anything that you'd like 

to, to add that we haven't touched upon?  

LR: No, I don't know that there is, I mean, there certainly has been a radical change in the use of the land. 

And, I don't know that there is really, is there anything I'm not sure that I can help you with much about 

Smyrna proper.  

WM: Is there anything you miss, that's disappeared from the area that you wish were back?  

LR: I don't know, I missed the feeling of fellowship and neighborhood. You know, now you don't know 

many of the people and then everybody knew everybody else, at least their name and where they lived 

and, and their children went, all, went to school together. And so they, they knew each other. 

WM. Smyrna is the most urbanized of the cities in Cobb county these days, most heavily concentrated. 

And that's one of the things that happens in an environment you lose contact with.  

LR: Of course, you know, the, the boy scout camp was, near where, the cemetery in Vinings, is now, Bert 

Adams Scout Camp. We just miss the, miss the neighborly atmosphere because we don't know each other 
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as, as we did before. But then of course, we know other people. Then the black community has been 

included and involved, I think, to some degree, to some degree. I hope, I hope. Yeah.  

WM: Well, thank you very much.  

LR: I think that I like my paper back. 

JH: Oh, the letters?  

LR: And, and that way I can, I thought it was interesting. Look at the top where it says doctor, I don't 

know who this person was, who said he would be coming home on, on Friday because he was working in 

North Georgia apparently was Mr. Chastain experienced physician, surgeon. So I don't know if he was a 

doctor but apparently he was, but it's interesting. He wrote in pencil. 

WM: Well, the Chastain family, they owned a farm in this area out on Spring Road. 

LR: And apparently this person worked in North Georgia because he was coming home on the weekend. 

He says his business associate answered calls night and day.  

WM: Why don’t I make a copy of that.  

JH: Do you want to turn off? Are you, do you turn the thing off? 

WM: Oh, yes. Yeah. 

 


