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WM: This is Bill Marchione speaking and the date is October the 11th 2019. And the following is an
interview with Eleanor Parks, a longtime resident of the Smyrna Vinings area conducted as part of the
Smyrna Public Library’s Oral History project. I'm assisted today by Jutta Hansen, a member of the
Historical Society Research Committee. So without further ado welcome Mrs. Parks. As a student of
immigration history, I always like to begin an interview with questions about the interviewee’s ancestry.

What can you tell me about the ancestry or ethnic background of the Garner family?

EP: I really don't know very much about. It's one of those things I've put off doing is going back into the
ancestry. But from what I have heard through the family, a cousin who wrote a book, that most of the
people came from England and Ireland, I’m sure you hear that a lot, but I don't have any proof or
anything like that; and France is a possibility because I understand the name Garner has a Garnier or

something like that as one of the backgrounds too.

WM: I noticed that your father's full name was Jefferson Talmadge Garner. Was he related to the

Talmadge family?

EP: Not that I know of, I don't know of any connection with them.

WM: Perhaps the name was given to him out of admiration for Jefferson and Talmadge?

EP: Could be. With fourteen children, I'm sure they almost ran out of names. He was the fourth of the

fourteen. But I don't know where the name came from.

WM: T thought it interesting that you later worked for the state agricultural department for many years.

EP: The Department of Agriculture, yes.

WM: And both of these individuals were champions of the farming interests.
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EP: That's what most, what almost all the people did in those days, at least my folks and out in the

country, they were farmers. Both my grandfathers were, although I understand that my father's father had

a store at one time too—he was a blacksmith. I do know that.

WM: Where was that?

EP: In the Canton area, Cherokee County.

WM: How about your mother's family? The Morrises.

EP: They lived next door to the Garner family and they farmed. I don't know of anything else that he ever

did. He lived to be 95 and mother's mother died when she was 16. I think my mother was 16.

WM: Was that also in the Canton area?

EP: Right, it was on the road between the road that runs from Canton to Roswell, near the little area

called Hickory Flat, which is, I understand, really big now.

WM: Any relationship that you're aware of to the Morrises of this area that owned Belmont Farm?

EP: I don’t know.

WM: 1 just did a public program on Belmont Farm. So that's why the question occurred to me. How

about your husband's family, the Parks?

EP: They were from Ellijay. I know that they had come from North Carolina to Ellijay and so had her

parents, Mrs. Parks' parents too and they lived there all their lives. His grandfather did, the house is still
there where he, where Hansen’s dad grew up. And some of the family still lives in the house there in

Ellijay.
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WM: Do you know the identity of the first members of the Garner family to settle in Georgia?

EP: No Idon’t.

WM: And who was the first member of the family on either side to reside in the Smyrna area?

EP: My daddy Jefferson Talmadge Garner.

WM: What brought him to the area?

EP: 1 don't really know for sure, but I assume that he was just looking for possibilities, moving closer to

Atlanta and Marietta and he did farm some. But he had, he went to the University of Georgia after he was
in the service and studied poultry. They had animal husbandry course, which was not anything for a
degree or anything. He went to that and studied for a couple of years and learned all about poultry and he
came down here and started the poultry business that he ran, too. They, I assume, just thought this would

be a good area to be between Marietta and Smyrna. It was right on, at that time, the streetcar line.

WM: Sounds remarkably like the Belmont Farm, which was a major poultry establishment.

EP: Well, his was small.

WM: I wonder if it might have been on the same site.

EP: It's possible, I just don’t know.

WM: Because Belmont Farms, the enterprise, kind of petered out in the 20s and 30s and at later date,

there were other establishments there. You were born in 1942 during World War II. Did the establishment

of the Bell Bomber Plant here at about that time have any impact on your family that you are aware of?
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EP: Daddy was some type of entrepreneur. He made all of these chicken houses into apartments and
rented those out. And the Belmont house that he bought, I don't know when he bought it, but sometime,
probably about that time, and it had seven apartments in it and he had other places that honestly had been
chicken houses that he made into fairly nice houses for folks. You didn't have apartments all over the

place back in those days like you do now.

WM: Well, that land in question was probably part of the original Belmont Farm. The Belmont house was

the residence of Jacob Morris.

EP: Oh was it? I don't know the history of it.

WM: In his book, the Paper Boy, Pete Wood noted of your father that during World War II, he converted,

as you said, chicken houses and a big barn on his property to accommodate temporary workers at the Bell

Bomber Plant.

EP: And I remember when there were people living in these apartments, Daddy would go down and do

whatever work needed to be done. Often I went with him and played with the kids that lived there.

WM: He also referenced the that your father built the Carney house on Dixie Avenue.

EP: He built a total of 42 houses, according to my brother's count, in that area. And when I say he built
them, he did it all himself. He didn't have people working for him to do it. Other than, according to what
my brother said, everything but the plaster. He did not do that. But I can remember as a child going with
him and mother when they were working on something—Ilike the wooden floors that were slats about that
wide, individually nailing those in, that kind of thing, putting up sheetrock and just whatever was needed,

all parts of the house.

WM: So he did much of the work himself
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EP: He did it all himself.

WM: That’s impressive.

EP: He was proud of the fact that he never got a paycheck from anybody. He worked for himself. Always.

WM: Did your mother work outside of the house?

EP: No, she helped him. She had cows and chickens, and she processed the milk and sold the milk and

eggs and buttermilk and butter and kept all the records. There's quite a bit of record keeping with all the
renters and the people that had bought houses and everything, keeping up with all the payments because
renters, even though the rent was only $27.50 a month—that was the government that chose that
amount—anyway, and so they still paid by the week, sometimes the mother kept up with all that with her,

what she called the “charge up book”.

WM: It's impressive, you know, in a farm economy, the women really made a major contribution.

EP: Right, and helping him with the building, too, she did some of the painting and things like that. And I

didn't mention my dad only had a third-grade education and mother only seventh grade. But they had a lot

of common sense and could figure out how to do things.

WM: The reference to the Carney House. Do you know what house that was?

EP: It was the Carney house. I knew the family. Their daughter and I were the same age.

WM: Do you have any idea if the building is still in existence?

EP: I believe it is that I think it's probably the only one of the houses right in on that block. And the house

that was next door to the house where we lived is still there too and daddy built it. All of them look pretty

much the same, he did them all by the same floor plan.
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WM: Is the house that you lived in as a child still standing?

EP: No, the Barrow Automotive place is right where it was, we sold the property after my mother died.

My brother and I did. The house was moved when it was 50 years old, the house was moved to Decatur. |
saw it when it was up on the moving things, and I don't know where it went, I thought that was pretty

good. It was still in good enough shape to move about when it was that old.

WM: Did you have any siblings? And if so are they still living?

EP: I had two brothers, one brother died before I was born, at 11 years old. He had diabetes and this was
before they had all the cures for everything. And another brother who was 19 when [ was born and he is
deceased, but he went into the Navy when I was three months old. So I really never felt like I had a

brother; he was more like an uncle.

WM: You lived on Dixie Avenue from your birth until 1962, when you were 20 years of age, | already

asked you if the house that you lived in is still standing. But generally, what was the neighborhood like

when you were growing up?

EP: It was just a good friendly neighborhood. Everybody helped everybody, you know, we didn't have to

go a long ways to do things, just get togethers there. And of course church was a big thing too.

WM: What were the names of some of the neighborhood families?

EP: There is this list—you have a copy there. I wrote down all the names that I could remember. And of
course, there's some that I just didn't know, but you have that information. Like the Turners and the
Burrus’ lived on up the road and the Haygoods and the Carneys, they were on one side of the Carneys and
Gwens were on the other and the Borings and Ingram and the house that’s still left up there. The two story
house, I first remember the Eldridges living there. And then the Eldridges’ daughter married a Westbrook

and later the Westbrooks lived there.
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WM: The Burruss family that you mentioned, was that the family of the man who became the democratic

majority leader?

EP: Yes. They were also in the poultry business back in those days. And the Turners also were. They were

both big families and I get them confused which children belong to which family because each one had
about nine or ten children, I think. But I think Al was probably the oldest of the Burruss children. And

down to my age, some of them were in school with me.

WM: Was there a lot of social mixing and interaction among the neighbors?

EP: Yes, a good bit. And I understand that in the Belmont House they had singings on Saturday night
down there. I was never there but I understand from other folks that lived there that the families would get

together and sing and whatever.

WM: Singing seemed to be a popular pastime in Smyrna in that early period.

EP: Yes, it was.

WM: Were there many other children of your age in the neighborhood?

EP: A good many, yes.

WM: So there was a real sense of neighborhood identity?

EP: Standing at the bus stop waiting to get on the bus and things like that. I saw a guy—my high school
class still gets together once a month for dinner—I saw one of the guys that lived in the neighborhood last
Tuesday and we were talking about our old times. One interesting thing he said that I had not known
about. He said that his dad, his parents were divorced, and he said my daddy would go by and pick him
up and it was just a little boy and take him to help him do a job and I'm sure daddy was showing him how

to do things, you know. So he was always good to the kids.
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WM: Interesting. How did you feel about living so close to the railroad?

EP: Well, it was noisy. It was noisy. If you were talking on the phone, you had to just stop your
conversation for a while. But, you know, it's just a fact of life. We had to sweep the porch every morning
back in the days when there was soot from the trains, back in the day when they burned coal, but I didn't

think too much about it.

WM: You get used to it.

EP: And after Lockheed was there and everything, their end of their test runway, I think was where we

could hear it too. So we had a lot of noise.

WM: Were the trains still providing passenger service?

EP: They were when I was little. And I remember seeing the people having dinner in the dining cars and

that always fascinated me.

WM: I guess they stopped that in “71. I heard a presentation here on Sunday by a fellow who wrote a
book on the Western Atlantic railroad. He said 1971 was the year when they cut the passenger service all

over the United States.

EP: I didn't because I was moved out by that time.

WM: Do you recall ever riding the train?

EP: I did not other than just short excursions, later in days. I did not ride to another city or anything on

the train.

WM: How about the streetcars?

Eleanor Parks Smyrna GA



EP: The streetcars were taken off when I was three. So I'm sure I probably did but I don't remember them.

WM: That’s right—1947.

EP: The bus service took over then and Mother and I rode the bus to Marietta a lot or even to Smyrna
because it was a mile. Mother did not drive until after Daddy died. So we would ride the bus, maybe even

to Smyrna or to Marietta to shop or go to the bank or the doctor or something like that.

WM: Was it a Greyhound bus?

EP: I guess. I don't really remember, you know, they ran the bus that ran from Marietta to Atlanta, went

down Atlanta Road and there was a stop right there for us to catch it.

WM: Did your family engage in any gardening to produce food for itself?

EP: They always had a garden until Daddy had the first heart attack when I was six. And after that, he did

not, did not have any more gardens but we had the chickens. And I remember in the wintertime they let
the chickens in the garden area and then they put them back in the fenced off area so they couldn't get in

there when they planted the garden.

WM: Did the neighboring golf course exist?

EP: No, that was much later.

WM: The so-called Smyrna Line, the Civil War entrenchments from the Civil War period ran just north
of Windy Hill according to military maps of the area. Do you remember the remains of any civil war

constructions?

EP: No, I was not even aware of that until you asked that.

Eleanor Parks Smyrna GA 10



WM: People have recounted memories of the civil war trenches in the area in Smyrna generally. And I
just thought I would throw in that question in there and see if you had any recollections. Where did your

family do its grocery shopping?

EP: Well, you didn't have a whole lot of choice back in those days. I can remember back to when Rogers
Grocery was right in the middle of Smyrna, and you went in and told them what you wanted and they
would get it for you. And then somewhere when I was, I don't know, probably 10 or so they opened a Red
Dot in Smyrna and then the Colonial store up on Bank Street. We went to the grocery in Marietta some,
there was one right on the square, so sometimes Mother would buy something when we were up there or
go to another. Daddy would take us to another store somewhere. I don't remember what it was. But
anyway, | know there was one out on Roswell Road that we went to some. And there was a small store
just north on Atlanta Road, just north of where we lived—Stewart's Grocery. I know I would walk over
there sometimes by myself and pick up things back in those days. It was safe enough to do that. And there
had been a Wilson's grocery a little bit south of us on Atlanta Road and it burned when I was a little girl.
Mother and Daddy were friends with the Wilsons. So we did some shopping there. We did have a bread
man that delivered bread to our house and a vegetable man in the summertime that came around with

vegetables and when the cow was dry, we had milk delivered.

WM: What do you remember about old downtown Smyrna, which of course has completely disappeared.

EP: Right. The only stores that I could remember, the bank was there and the post office was right there

on the main street and the telephone company had operators back in those days.

[break between part 1 and part 2]

EP: McEntyre’s Bakery was there back in those days. And you may have heard about Johnson's shoe

store that had the shoes and one time there was even a little restaurant there on the corner and there were a
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couple of drug stores there and there was a service station, about where at the corner of Spring Road,

Spring Street and Atlanta Road there, I remember that.

WM: Was there much traffic downtown that you can recall?

EP: I really can't remember. We only had the one red light in Smyrna.

WM: And it was only a two-lane road away. They were constantly talking about widening it.

EP: And they finally did it. But I mean it was the main road, as I understand from Chicago to Miami and

all that traffic came down through there.

WM: The old Dixie Highway.

EP: But I don't remember it ever being too crowded.

WM: But you spent a good deal of time there.

EP: Mm-hm.

WM: Do you have any memories of the construction or opening of the Belmont Shopping Center in

1954?

EP: I remember the day that Daddy picked me up from Bible school, it was June, I'm sure. And he drove

by there and he says they're selling the cows off that day. So I remember that and that was probably 50 or
51. I'm not sure which because he died in 1951. And then seeing the construction all the way through and

shopping, being glad to have all that shopping that close in walking distance.

WM: The actress Anita Ekberg made an appearance at the opening.
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EP: I don't remember her being there. I said in this, I have somewhere in my house, an autograph of a
baseball player who was there for the opening. And Don Larson, | think was his name. So [ was there

when they opened it. They used to even have Easter sunrise service there sometimes when I was young.

WM: I think the main force behind Belmont Hill Shopping Center, it was probably Bill Ward.

EP: He did a wonderful job. I remember him, he was a really nice fella.

WM: What did you and your friends do for entertainment in the 1950s?

EP: We got together and played cards. They played games. And we went to movies. So we went to the

movie there at Belmont Hills. It changed about three times a week and I don't think we missed any
movies because we could walk down there to the show. And like I said earlier, a lot of church activities

too and things around the school. Just nothing terribly exciting, but we enjoyed it.

WM: Did you ever attend the Jungle Theater? In downtown Smyrna.

EP: Like I said. Oh, the Jungle Theater? Not very many times. It was a little further. I couldn't walk down

there. And so I went a few times but not a lot.

WM: Did you ever visit the Teen Canteen on Church Street?

EP: We used to go to the pool there when I was a teenager, and our high school graduation party was held

there. And that's the one that stands out in my memory.

WM: They did have a pool there.

EP: There was also a pool at Belmont Hills, a pool and a bowling alley there. So we went to those too.

WM: So there were a handful of opportunities.
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EP: Later on. Yeah, this was when I was a teenager.

WM: Do you have any recollection of the namesake, Aline Wolfe was associated with the teen center.

EP: Well, I don’t. I don't remember at all.

WM: How did you meet your future husband?

EP: Well, his best friend lived next door to me and he would sit out on there, James's front porch. And so
I had to sit out on my front porch or take a sun bath or something like that in the front yard. So he finally
called me over to the hedge that was between the houses one day and asked me for a date. And I said,
well, I have to ask my mother, I was only 15 at the time. So I had to ask my mother. So I did and she says,

well, if he's James's friend, yes, you can go out with him. So I did. And that was the beginning.

WM: In Pete Woods’ book, he mentions that your husband grew up on Elizabeth Street. And did he relate

to you any accounts of the Smyrna race riot?

EP: 1 was not even aware that there had been one. He didn't move there until 1946.

WM: Oh, I thought his family lived there.

EP: He moved there, his mother came to Smyrna, well, she came to work at the Bell Bomber Plant
because, and his dad was in the navy. So, she bought the house there in Smyrna while he was still in the

navy.

WM: Now you talked a bit already about the old Belmont house before residents of the owner of Belmont

farm. So we'll skip over that. Where exactly was the Belmont house situated?

EP: It was just about where the road, where Windy Hill Road goes across there as best I can remember. It

was on just about where it was on that side of the railroad, on the, let's see, the east side of the road.
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WM: OK. In relation to the bridge that now, I mean, it was originally Cherokee Street, wasn't it? And

then it was renamed Windy Hill and extended.

EP: It was just right about where it went across there. That's the best I can remember.

WM: Ok. Do you recall who lived in the Belmont house in the years that you were growing up?

EP: There were some apartments. So, yeah, there were a lot of the Dunn families, Granny Dunn, there
was Georgia, and I think her name was Minnie, but I'm not sure of that. They lived there and for all the
times I can remember just about and a lot of their children, they had several children and several of them
lived there during that time. I don't really remember other families. I basically just remember them being
there and other families were there because like I said, there were seven apartments and they pretty well

stayed rented all the time.

WM: You attended three schools in Smyrna during your youth - Smyrna Elementary School, Belmont

Hills Elementary School and then Campbell High graduating from Campbell High in 1960. What if

anything do you remember about the Smyrna Elementary School on King Street? Which no longer exists.

EP: It was pretty old even when I was there. But my first grade we were in an addition, they put a two
room addition over on that whatever the street is behind, not King Street, but the next one over. And I was
in that addition that year and I was in that building 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade. Old building with wooden
floors that were cleaned with oils, wonder it didn't burn at some point. And then when I was in fourth
grade, they had moved some army barracks into the area. There was probably six or so of those. And I
was in that for the fourth grade and one of those, and then in the fifth grade, Campbell had opened by that
time. And so that class was in the new, in the newer building, which had been the high school building,

the one that's still there.

WM: Well, you mentioned a fire. Were you aware that the original Smyrna Elementary School did burn?
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EP: I think T had heard that, but that was before my time.

WM: Yes, a lot before your time - in the 1920s.

EP: 1Ididn't remember when it was.

WM: The city invested quite a bit of money in the building of that school.

EP: That was a nice building as far as for the time and everything, nice big rooms.

WM: And at a time when the city's entire budget was about $7,500, they essentially borrowed $50,000 to
build the two schools, the original one which burned and then they had to replace it. So that represented

quite an investment for the town.

EP: And I don't know when the high school building was built, if it was at the same time or if it was later,

it looked newer. And there was a little lunchroom back behind, sort of behind the elementary school
building and it was just like a, almost like a barrack itself and we just had tables and benches in it. And

there was a playground there and there was a gym.

WM: The high school building dates from 1938, it was built by the Works Progress administration in the
time period. It was probably the most significant contribution the WPA made to Smyrna. And that

building still stands.

EP: Right, because the church meets in the house. So the Baptist church does.

WM: How did you get back and forth to school? You lived some distance away.

EP: A bus, school bus which was always very crowded. And I put that in my notes. I remember like when

I was in the first grade, I was at the last stop before the school. So it would be so crowded. By the time I
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got there, sometimes the driver would just pick me up and set him on that little spot over to the left. |

think when I was a little girl and, the kids would be standing on the steps, everything, it was so crowded.

WM: Weren'’t terribly concerned about things like seat belts.

EP: We didn't know about them, but I don't remember anybody ever getting hurt.

WM: Do you remember any of your teachers?

EP: I probably could name most of them if T just sat down and thought about it. When I started school,
Mr. Strickland was the principal of the elementary school. And Jasper Griffin came in just about that time
as the, for the high school. And of course, he went on to Campbell and he was there all the time I was
there. He was the principal there and I had a lot of teachers that I liked very much. A few I didn't, but

most of them were real good.

WM: Were they mostly people from the area?

EP: I guess, I really don't know where most of them came from. Some of them I know that I knew later
on and knew their history that they had lived in Smyrna and came back there to teach and some I know
did move in from other areas. We had so many people that moved in about that time with the Bell Bomber
Plant and then Lockheed and when Belmont Hills was built, so many people moved into that area. So we
really did have a lot of people and people liked this area because of the bus track, you could ride the bus
to Atlanta to work or to Marietta, whatever you had that transportation when not a lot of people had cars

at that time.

WM: Did you have a favorite subject or subjects in school?

EP: I guess probably English and history were my favorite subjects.

WM: That's a good answer. Are there any school related incidents that stand out in your mind?
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EP: Not really. It was a different time in those days. We didn't have many problems.

WM: Now you entered Belmont Elementary School in the sixth grade.

EP: That's when it opened.

WM: Were you perhaps in the first class to enter the school?

EP: Yes.

WM: And it was 1953 or so?

EP: Yes, 1953 I think. Fifty-three or fifty-four.

WM: The same question about Belmont Elementary. Were there any school related incidents there that

you recall?

EP: No.

WM: Your father had passed away?

EP: He died when I was nine, in 1951.

WM: And did your mother encourage your pursuit of higher education, or a career?

EP: Oh, yes. My mother and my brother wanted me to go on to college and I didn't want to go, I wanted

to get married, but I went to business school. I went to Marsh Business College, which was a good school.
We didn't have vocational schools at that time. So I went there. It was about a year course. And they sent

me on an interview with the state and I got the job.
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WM: And, in 1963 you moved to Spring Hill Road in Smyrna. Was that the, was that neighborhood part

of the city of Smyrna at the time?

EP: No, it was never. I don’t know if it is now or not.

WM: Were you a married woman when you moved there?

EP: We married in 1962 and there were no apartments available any place to live. So we rented a little

house in Atlanta for, we had already bought the lot before we got married, we bought it and knew we
were going to build. So, we lived down there until we started the house. When I found out I was pregnant,

we started the house, and moved in about a month before Sherry was born. So that worked out good.

WM: How did you and Mr. Parks meet?

EP: I told you his best friend lived next door to me.

WM: That’s right. What did he do for a living?

EP: He worked for Sears. He, first he had worked for the National Guard and then later on, he worked for

Sears and eventually he worked for the State, for the Department of Human Resources.

WM: After, as you mentioned, after graduating from Campbell High, you went on to attend the Marsh

Business College in Atlanta. Where was that located?

EP: On Ivy Street right close to where Ivy, it’s changed names now, I can't remember where it is but

where Ivy Street came into Peachtree Street.

WM: Does it still exist?

EP: No.
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WM: What kind of a career did you envision for yourself?

EP: Well, most girls in those days were, if they didn't want to teach, they wanted to be a secretary or a

typist or something like that. And so secretary is what [ had wanted to do. And I was, all those years.

WM: Now, you were a member of the Smyrna United Baptist Church growing up until about age 15 or
s0. And then you switch to the First United Methodist Church in 1967, where you've been quite active to

the present day. What prompted the change in 1967?

EP: Well, Hansel was a member of the Methodist Church and I had always been in the Baptist church.

But he would go with me sometimes, but not regularly. And after the second child was born, I decided I
wanted the family to be together in one church. So I didn't think I was going to make a Baptist out of him.

So I joined the Methodist. We had a really good preacher at the time too. I liked him very much

WM: In what ways have you been active in the Methodist church over the years?

EP: Well, of course, things like Sunday school and the ladies’ organizations and one of my favorite parts
of doing it is I did one of the kneelers on the chancel rail. A few years ago, I completed one, it took four
years for me to do it some of a lot longer and I also completed some others. I enjoyed that part and just
Sunday school class has always been really important. It's a real good class to still and just the various
things that they do. Now, we have a, we call it a joy group of just older youth going on trips and things

like that. So, some projects with them too.

WM: You were also fairly active in various PTAs, presumably those were the schools with your children

attending. What were some of the issues and concerns that the PTA dealt with?

EP: I don't know, I think the big things, it was a relatively new school. Getting playground equipment and

things like that. I was working all that time. And so [ was not really that active, I attended meetings and |
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was always a member and helped with projects when I could, but I didn't do a whole lot of work with

them, but I don't remember any problems really. It was mostly just getting things that the schools needed.

WM: And now in that period, the schools were part of the Cobb system rather than the city.

EP: Right, it’s always been Cobb.

WM: What about racial integration? Was that an issue at the time that you were active or involved?

EP: Like when I was in school, we had separate schools.

[break between part 2 and part 3]

EP: And when my girls were in school, it was only about 5% black in the schools. And I don't remember

having any problems. Really.

WM: On Monday, I interviewed a woman, a black woman who attended Rose Garden Hill when it was
still segregated. She experienced the transition and felt that it was smooth. Did you feel that your children

got a good education in the Cobb County schools?

EP: I think they did. They both went on to college, have master's degrees and good jobs. Sherry, she

taught for a while but she's now financial planner, and Debbie teaches in one of the best school systems in

the country in Virginia.

WM: Neither of them are still living in Smyrna?

EP: No, Sherry lives in Watkinsville, outside of Athens. And Debbie lives in Virginia. Leesburg, Virginia

WM: In general terms would you say that Smyrna was a good place in which to grow up in the decade of

the 1950s and 60s?
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EP: Yes, I think so.

WM: I'm very interested in your career working for the Georgia Department of Agriculture. I did a

lecture recently on the transition from - you know, Smyrna had been really an agricultural village.

EP: I think I was there and saw that.

WM: Surrounded by farms and now there's nothing left of that, I mean, it's been a total transition to the

status of what I call a “preferred suburb”. And I studied suburbanization as a student in graduate school.
So that's a process that greatly interests me. Is that transition, something that you were aware of as you

were growing up? I mean the contraction of agriculture in the area?

EP: Well, so many people were moving into the area like the Belmont Hills area, you know, where the

farm was no longer there and there were all the houses being built and everything. So yes, I saw that part

of it. Because we were just so convenient between Atlanta and Marietta, and a nice little town.

WM: No one as you were growing up related anything to you about Belmont Farms?

EP: I'm sorry, I don't hear real well?

WM: About Belmont Farm? Did you have any awareness?

EP: Well, like T said, T was there, Daddy showed me when they were selling the cows off. So I didn't

realize, like I remember - I don't know if you or someone else was talking about the fact that it went all
over to South Cobb Drive, I didn't realize it went that far. | was just aware of what was along Atlanta

Road.

WM: Tt was 200 acres at its greatest extent. But more to the point, Belmont Farm was considered the

premier farm in the southeastern United States at one time. It won prizes for all sorts of things related to

Eleanor Parks Smyrna GA 22



agriculture, to dairy. And the memory of that has dissipated to where people are not really aware of the

importance of this facility. So that was one of the reasons why I didn't...

EP: I guess most of it had changed by the time I can remember anything. And I didn't even remember that

the Belmont House was where the owner lived. I did not know that because I only knew it as apartments,

so I didn't know who had lived there before.

WM: Well, at the height of its reputation, it was in the first and second decades of the 20th century, 1900

to about 1920. And then after that, agriculture continued there, but its reputation lessened over the years.

It was not really considered that outstanding after 1920.

EP: From what I remember from your lecture on it. Didn't the owner was not that good with it anymore.

They had some problems, I don't remember what they were, but I remember they had some problems,

though.

WM: To what factors do you attribute this total transformation in the character of Smyrna from

agricultural village to “Upscale Suburb?” What do you think was responsible?

EP: Max Bacon. Basically, he built Smyrna, he rebuilt Smyrna. So of course, the location and all of the

homes that have been built and the apartments now and I just think a lot has changed in the last few years.

WM: Well, Lockheed had a lot to do with it.

EP: Oh yeah, Originally, I was talking about the latest change. But yes, Lockheed and before that Bell
Bomber Plant being there. I'm sure you're aware, in Marietta, they built that little Marietta housing area
and Hansel lived in it when he and his mother and brother came to Smyrna first and then they came to

Smyrna later.
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WM: The locus of most of the development was really South Cobb Drive. South Cobb Drive was
originally called the “Access Road” to the Lockheed plant. A lot of the early development occurred in that

immediate vicinity.

EP: Well, that's where there was land. Places like Bennett Woods were built later.

WM: Lockheed Heights, are you familiar with Lockheed Heights?

EP: Up closer to Lockheed?

WM: No, this, this was the development at the intersection of Windy Hill Road and South Cobb Drive

that all of the streets in that area are the names of cities in California.

EP: Oh, I've always just considered that Belmont Hills.

WM. It was originally called Lockheed Heights, that was one of the early neighborhoods.

EP: A lot of friends in school, especially when I went to Belmont Hills, they had moved into that area and

lived in that area. And I can even remember back to when Cherokee Road was just a little about a block

down. It didn't go through.

WM: The last question: is this transformation that you witnessed to a certain extent, at least the end of it,

is this something that you regret seeing happen or do you think that ultimately it was for the best?

EP: I think it was inevitable. But yes, I think it's been good. We have a lot more. Of course, we've got a

lot more traffic too. I don't love the traffic but I enjoy seeing everything grow.

WM: Well, that brings me to the end of my questions. Is there anything else that you would like to tell us

that we might not have touched upon?
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EP: You were talking about me working for the Department of Agriculture, and we saw it changed
through the years, too, from being just agriculture to so much for the consumers. [ worked in the division
most of my time where we inspected grocery stores and we saw a lot of change in grocery stores during
that, all those years that I worked there because most of them were just a lot of mom and pop stores and

things when I first went to work. And of course, now we've got the huge grocery stores.

WM: And do you think that regulation by the state had the effect of driving those smaller grocery stores

out of business?

EP: No, I don't think the regulations did. I think just the big stores coming in.

WM. Just economies of scale.

EP: Yes. Even in the equipment that they used in inspecting, and they had to go, during the time I was
working, computer based, keeping up with everything that was going on, all the inspections and how
often they were inspected and everything that they had to learn how to check computers, to check weights

and things like that. So, a lot of changes in agriculture during those years.

WM: Technologically driven changes, and that seems to be accelerating. Everything is moving more

quickly. Well, Jutta, did you have any questions?

JH: I was just interested in your husband's first name, Hansel, where did that come from?

EP: They had a neighbor. His name was Hansel, and they named him after the neighbor, and his middle

name is Allen, which was his mother’s maiden name.

JH: It reminds me of Hansel and Gretel

EP: I've been called Gretel a lot through the years.
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WM: Is that a Germanic name?

JH: It comes from the Grimm Brothers fairy tale, Hansel and Gretel, and Hansel is an abbreviation of
Johannes or John, and Gretel is an abbreviation of Margaret. They were very common names in Germany,

so common that people used it in that fairy tale. I was just interested in that.

WM: Well, thank you very much.

EP: You’re welcome. And there's more material in there if you'd like to read, that’s for you and you can

read it. If there's anything I haven't told you. I think there is more information in there.
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