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moved to Smyrna at the age of four. The interview was conducted by Mike Terry on May 18, 2016, at

Delmar Gardens of Smyrna.
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MT: Ok. Alrighty, you ready?

RB: I’m ready.

MT: Well, this will be painless. For the record, my name is Mike Terry and today is Wednesday, May the
18th, 2016. And I'm here to talk with long time Smyrna resident Ruth Mackay Barnett. This interview is
part of the oral history project of the Smyrna Library and I'm really glad that Ruth has agreed to talk to
me today. So we're gonna have her share a little information about living in Smyrna and about herself and

her family. So, Ruth, why don't we just start and why don't you tell me when and where you were born?

RB: Well, | was born in Atlanta, June the 9th, 1924. | was born on Brown Street which is just a couple of
blocks from where Grant Park is. When | was four years old, we moved to Smyrna, down on Atlanta
Road that presently it would be considered Atlanta and Ridge Road at the time. And my daddy decided
that he loved the land and he wanted to be where he could do a little farming. He worked for Railway

Express. Went to work early every day, came home early in the afternoon and worked in his garden.

MT: How much land did y'all have there?

RB: At that particular time, there were approximately twenty-six acres. Originally, the Cagle House was
included in that acreage and a number of people will remember where the Cagles’ home was. And then
from there to Ridge Road was the property which back from Atlanta Road to the Creatwood Farms
pasture. There was also additional acreage on the other side of Ridge Road where the tire company is
now. Early on, that was sold to the county, which they actually never did anything with it, but sold it to

several other companies.

MT: When you were born. Were you born at home or a hospital at home?

RB: At home.

MT: Really? Was there a doctor or?
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RB: Oh, yeah, there was a doctor. | don't know his name. I don't remember that. But the one thing | do
remember my mother told me when I was two weeks old, she bundled me up and took me to Grant Park

Methodist church where | was enrolled on the Cradle Roll. And since then, | have been a church member.

MT: Okay. Have you always been a Methodist?

RB: I've always been a Methodist. At the present, I'm a member of Smyrna First United Methodist.
However, at present | attend Log Cabin because my husband Barney was a longtime member there. And

my son now is the superintendent in Log Cabin, and | feel like | need to support him.

MT: Sure, | understand that. Well, tell me about your mom and your dad. What was your dad's name?

RB: My dad's name was Fletcher McCrary, MC C R AR Y. And my mother, her maiden name was Ruth

Carlisle.

MT: Tell me where they were from.

RB: They were from Bartow County and Daddy was a farmer but then he decided he didn't want to be a

farmer the rest of his life. So he went to work for the Railway Express in Atlanta.

MT: That was your daddy.

RB: That was my daddy. But now I don't know much about his family and my granddaddy. My daddy's

father lived with us for a long time after we moved to Smyrna.

MT: Now, did you have any brothers and sisters?

RB: | had no brothers or sisters. | was an only child.

MT: How about your mother? What was her full name?

RB: Ruth Carlisle.
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MT: And where was she from?

RB: She was from Bartow County also. And | get my middle name from her. I'm Ruth Carlisle Mackay

Barnett.

MT: I got you. Ok. Ok, good. Do you know how they met, your parents?

RB: | guess they had adjoining property. And my mother was a schoolteacher for a long time and Daddy
farmed but then he decided he wanted to give up farming and then that's when he got his job for the

Railway Express and they moved to Atlanta.

MT: What did Railway Express do?

RB: They did, well, I would say like the trucking business.

MT: They moved freight?

RB: They moved freight, but he was located always in Atlanta. So he didn't travel a lot.

MT: So, even after y'all came to Smyrna, he continued to work there.

RB: He continued to work there until he retired.

MT: | need to turn my phone off. | just heard it go on. We need to, we need to stop that.

RB: We had a farm, we had a horse, we had a cow, we had pigs, we had a pig.

MT: How much land would you say you had there?

RB: Twenty-six acres.

MT: So that was a lot of land.
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RB: It was a lot of land.

MT: How old were you when you moved to Smyrna?

RB: About four. Between four and five.

MT: When did you start school?

RB: | started school when I was six years old, to Smyrna Elementary. And | went there through grammar

school and then after that, | went to Marietta High School and | graduated from Marietta High School.

MT: A lot of people in Smyrna, | know, sent their kids to high school in Marietta. My grandparents did

the same thing.

RB: And did you go to Marietta?

MT: No, no. My grandparents sent two of their children to Marietta. The others stayed here in Smyrna.

But that was pretty common back then.

RB: Rode the streetcar.

MT: | was gonna ask you how you got to school.

RB: The streetcar. And at that point in time, if you weren't at the car stop, when he got there, he would
ring that little bell on the streetcar until you got there. He would look, see if you were running out the

door and he would hold the car.

MT: What did it cost to ride from here to Marietta? Do you remember? I'm just curious.

RB: | think about 15 cents. | don't remember. | remember, the only thing | can remember about cost was

after | finished high school and went to work in Atlanta, | paid $3 for a book of tickets to ride to Atlanta.
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MT: So you graduated from Marietta High? When did you graduate high school?

RB: 1941. Graduated with Mary Brawner Rambo.

MT: | wanna ask you about her because | know Mary real well too.

RB: Mary and | started to Smyrna school together and we graduated the same night from Marietta High

School together and we've been friends all our life.

MT: So you knew Albert then.

RB: Yeah. And also Fleming Jolley. He went to Marietta High School.

MT: He was just Mr. Jolley to me. I didn't know his first name. My mother and his wife were good

friends.

RB: The garden club, probably.

MT: Yeah, the garden club. Yeah, that's right. How long were your mom and dad married? Do you

remember?

RB: Let's see, in 1965 they had been married 50 years and they, my mother died in ‘82, my daddy died in

‘81.

MT: Are they buried in Smyrna?

RB: No, they were married in Bartow County.

MT: So are they buried in Bartow?

RB: No, they’re buried at Kennesaw Memorial. You see, they were living here.

MT: Did your mother ever work outside the home? Your mom?
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RB: Not outside the home. My mother was a beautiful seamstress, and she had a lot of, | would say very

influential or very good customers of her. In fact, Isoline Campbell McKenna was one of her customers.

MT: Yeah. Sure. That's a name people in Smyrna remember well. Did you ever go to their home?

RB: Oh yes. In fact, Miss McKenna had the rehearsal dinner for my first husband, Mike Mackay and me
at Argyle over by the railway. And it was a quite lovely affair. We got there. She wasn't to be seen. And
later on in the evening she came in and she said, “Oh, we’re having a party!” She had been to Athens to a

ball game, but she had made and seen to all the preparation.

MT: She was quite the social person. She was a gadfly, she really loved to entertain.

RB: She was a lovely, lovely friend of my mother. She was so gracious.

MT: So, did you like to sew? You said your mother did that.

RB: | did, up until a number of years ago | made everything | wore.

MT: Is that right? Well, did you have - as a young girl - my wife told me to ask you this. She said, | bet
you Ruth liked to sew because a lot of girls back in that day did. Did you have a favorite outfit when you

were a teenager?

RB: I had, | had a lot of favorites. | can't remember anyone in particular, but I'm so much older than your

wife. What would appeal to me probably wouldn't to her.

MT: Well, she was just curious, what was a favorite? What did you like to wear back then?

RB: Usually skirts and tops more than dresses. | mean, at that point in time, that's what | wore more than

anything, you know.
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MT: So your mother did sewing for other people and, and made extra money that way. And | know y'all

must have had a garden at your house.

RB: Had a garden, raised everything that we ate almost.

MT: What would you raise?

RB: Well, all kinds of vegetables, | mean, green beans, corn, sweet potatoes, Irish potatoes, peas.

MT: Did your mother can?

RB: Yes. Yes. Yes, we did.

MT: Did you help with that?

RB: No. (laughs)

MT: Well, what did you do around the house? I'm sure you helped out around the house.

RB: As a matter of fact, | don't remember doing a lot. I mean, I'll be honest.

MT: Ruth, you weren't spoiled, were you?

RB: No, I don't think so. No. My mother really made a grave effort to be sure that | was not spoiled

because | could really want something. And she said, well, you don't need it right now.

MT: Well, when you went to Smyrna Elementary, how did you get to school?

RB: Rode the school bus.

MT: Oh, they had a bus. Ok.
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RB: But | walked to Campbell Road from where we lived on Atlanta Road, Anne Ray that lived across
the street was my only neighbor and we walked up to Campbell Road and the bus, went out to Bethel

Church and turned around and came back.

MT: Who were some of your neighbors back then?

RB: That was it.

MT: Just the Rays?

RB: The Rays, and in later years, the Matthews - Pierce Matthews and his family. And they lived right
across the street. But all those children were much older than me because they were all in college or

through college. And there was a family, you know where the stucco house is on Atlanta Road.

MT: Talking about the Gautschey house?

RB: No, on Atlanta Road down near - where the bamboo?

MT: Yes, | do.

RB: Okay. That house was there and there was a family named Delk that lived there and they had two

boys that were, but they were in high school.

MT: That was pretty good distance from your, well, even walking to Campbell Road from your house.

RB: It was a good walk.

MT: You did it even when the weather was bad?

RB: Even when the weather was bad. But then in later years | think we did that. Well, my first year | rode

with Miss Delk.
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MT: She had a car?

RB: She had a car.

MT: Did your dad have an automobile?

RB: Mhm. And my granddad had a Model T.

MT: Speaking of your granddad, did you have other relatives that lived in this area?

RB: No, none.

MT: Were they all in Bartow, most of them in Bartow County? Were they farmers as well?

RB: Well, a lot of them were. But then when General Motors came to Atlanta, they commuted from

Cartersville to work there for years.

MT: Who were some of your, and you already mentioned a couple, but who were some of your childhood

friends? When you were a young girl, who were some of your friends that you remember?

RB: Well, my nearest and dearest was Mary Francis Taylor Reed and Betty Carson. Your parents would

remember these names. The Green girl, Mary Russell Green and Laura Alice.

MT: She became Laura Alice Hamrick? She's actually my mother's second cousin.

RB: Oh, really? Ok. Well, yeah, her younger sister, Mary Russell was one of my real, real near and dear

friends.

MT: Yeah, I didn’t know her.

RB: And then Francis Skelton. Was not Bacon, was one of my near, but not when | was a child. That was

later because she didn't live here.
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MT: When you were a child. And I'm talking 8, 10, 12 years old. What did, what did you do for

entertainment? What did you and your friends like to do?

RB: Well, one of the things | can remember doing was riding my bicycle. | loved it, use my imagination.

Play, draw, color, play paper dolls. Just things like that because | didn't have anybody to play with.

MT: Yeah, because you were kind of off by yourself.

RB: But as | said, | was never, | don't ever remember being bored or unhappy.

MT: Did you have toys to play with?

RB: Oh yeah. (laughs)

MT: What kind of toys would your parents get you?

RB: I don't remember. | played with dolls a good bit.

MT: And did you ever make clothes for the dolls?

RB: No, I wasn’t sewing then.

MT: Did you ever go swimming in the summer?

RB: Some, yeah.

MT: Where did y’all go? Where would you go swimming?

RB: Well, I'd have to go visit somebody.
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MT: My mother said they used to go out to the Concord covered bridge and they swim in the pond. Did

you ever do that?

RB: No, I didn’t ever do that.

MT: Or Cooper's Lake? Did you ever go out to Cooper Lake?

RB: No. I had a couple of cousins that | would go visit in the summertime that lived in Atlanta and |

would, when I'd go visit them, it's when | do my water aerobics.

MT: Did you swim? Did you learn to swim?

RB: | wasn't a very good swimmer, but | could keep my head up.

MT: That's, that's me too.

RB: | wouldn't get any Olympic Awards.

MT: Ok. Let's see. Did you like to cook? Was your mother a good cook? I'm curious.

RB: Excellent.

MT: | bet she was. Did you cook with her?

RB: | didn't cook with her and she didn't teach me. But | learned on my own when | got married and |

enjoyed cooking and | wish | could do more.

MT: Now, what was your favorite thing to fix?

RB: Oh, gee, | don't remember that. | just like to fix a lot of things.

MT: Did you bake?
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RB: | baked, made goodies and, all of the children's, my two children’s friends till this day will talk about
the goodies | always had at Christmastime because we always entertained the young people from the
church for their Christmas party. And I'd start, after Thanksgiving, making the goodies, you know, for

their Christmas party.

MT: Tell me about what, what are some of your recollections about two of the women that you mentioned
that were good close friends - Mary Brawner Rambo. What do you remember about Mary? Did you ever

go down to Brawner’s and play down there in the, in the big yard out there?

RB: Oh yeah. And just, you know, playing games or whatever. One of the most memorable things I can
remember is spending the night with Mary and the night before the cat had had kittens under the bed and
we had a big life out of that, you know. And no, that's about all | can remember about because that was a

long time ago.

MT: Did you ever have any interaction with any of the patients? Did they ever speak to you or say

anything?

RB: No, I didn't ever have any.

MT: Mary told me that sometimes they would try to talk to her and her daddy would never let her do that,

you know?

RB: Well of course she was exposed to it a lot more than | was.

MT: Every day. Did you know her brother? The one that passed away?

RB: | just knew of him. I didn't know him real well. Because see there again, there was no transportation
and I mean, Mary and | were a couple of miles apart. It's just on occasions that we were able to get

together when we were young enough to play-play.
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MT: Did Mary go to Smyrna Elementary too?

RB: Oh yeah.

MT: And then to Marietta High? So that's how you really hooked up with her. Ok. How about Mary - |

call her Mary Reed. But Mary Francis, how did you meet her?

RB: Oh well, I don't know.

MT: Just childhood.

RB: Childhood friends, early, early on.

MT: Now where did she live as a child?

RB: She lived on Atlanta Street in Smyrna.

MT: Did she? Closer to town, | guess.

RB: Yeah. Did you by any chance know where the Konigsmarks lived? They lived next door.

MT: Yeah, | know exactly where it was.

RB: They lived right next door.

MT: Did you know that family?

RB: Oh, yeah.

MT: Martin, Bill Martin and all the boys, Hank and all those guys.

RB: Hank and Reed and Nancy and Anne.

MT: Do you still see Anne very often? | still see her.
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RB: Every now and then, | see her.

MT: She lives down in the Vinings area. She was really helpful to us when we were working on the

Taylor-Brawner house.

RB: I'll bet.

MT: She was very helpful with stories and she gave us some furniture.

RB: Well, she lived right across the street for so long.

MT: Did you know, let me think, what was the woman's name? Osburn that married?

RB: Sarah Osburn?

MT: Did you know Sarah married Albert. Albert?

RB: I don’t know that much about her.

MT: Where did your family, when you needed to shop, where did your mama go to shop? Groceries or

clothes?

RB: She would go by the streetcar and go to Atlanta and, but then she would do her grocery shopping at a
grocery store in Smyrna, there was a Rogers grocery store and Arthur Bacon and James Presley worked
there. And a funny little story about James - one time when, Evelyn and James were visiting their
daughter, Mary, in North Carolina, they were having lunch at a Cracker Barrel and there was a sign up
that said if you can cut off, they had cheese on a hook. And the sign said, if you can cut off a pound, we'll
give it to you. So James says, “I can do that!”” and Mary said, “No, Daddy, you can't do that.” So he just
picks up the cutter and just goes right - a pound to the ounce. She said, “How did you do that?”” and he

said, “Because | used to cut a pound for Ms. McCrary every week!”
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MT: Where was Roger's store in Smyrna? Was it in downtown?

RB: It would be - I'm trying to think of - you remember where Lander’s drug store was?

MT: On the corner? Oh really, on that side?

RB: Yeah.

MT: Did you ever go in when Mr, - they used to call him Doctor - Landers? Did you ever go in there?

That's where we always went.

RB: Oh yes!

MT: You know what | remember about that? And I know this is your interview, but | remember the comic

books that he had on the stand near that, near that back door.

RB: Yeah, you would! You know, the Landers, they were real good friends of my parents because they

too were from Bartow County.

MT: Oh, is that right? Well, that's right. | did know that. Yeah. You know Jackie, I know Jackie’s a

neighbor. | see her all the time. She still has family up that way. Quite a few of them, I think.

RB: Yeah, she does.

MT: What about when Mary married Raymond Reed? Y'all stayed friends, I’'m sure.

RB: Oh yes.

MT: You told me a story not too long ago about going shopping with Mary. And | thought that was the

cutest story. Tell me that story again. Do you remember?
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RB: Oh, well, yeah, because it Raymond had just given her free range to buy what she wanted to. And it

was just a fun time.

MT: For the house?

RB: For the house, to decorate the Reed house.

MT: So you went shopping with...

RB: So | went shopping with Mary Francis to buy drapery material.

MT: How’d that go?

RB: Fun.

MT: She found something she liked?

RB: Yeah, and Mina Carmen was her decorator.

MT: Oh, | know Ms. Carmen, yeah.

RB: A lot of people might recognize that name.

MT: She was the head decorator...

RB: At Macy’s - no, at Davison-Paxon’s store.

MT: That's right. Yeah. She was a nice lady. Lived directly across the street from my mom and dad.

RB: In a little yellow house.

MT: Still there. I think it's still yellow too. I believe it is.

RB: Yeah, it is.
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MT: Well, I didn't know that. That's good. So, she was fun to go shopping with because Raymond let her

spend some money.

RB: Probably had more than any of the rest of us had just then.

MT: How did she pass away?

RB: She was killed in an automobile accident.

MT: Is that right?

RB: She and Raymond had been to Savannah to a lawyers’ convention and they were on the way back

and a lumber truck ran a stop sign and t-boned the car.

MT: Was Raymond in the car too?

RB: Yeah, he was, and he was banged up pretty much. There was another couple with them. Let me see
who it was. Frank Holcombe and his wife from Marietta were in the car with them. And Raymond, I don't
know if he had to spend any time in Savannah in the hospital, but she was there about six weeks before

she died.

MT: That's tragic.

RB: It was, it was.

MT: I don't know what my mother said. It shook everybody in Smyrna up. It was such a sad time.

RB: It was such a sad, sad thing.

MT: Tell me about the home that you had with your mom and dad, down off of Ridge Road. Tell me

about the house. How big was it? How many rooms did it have? What was it like?

Ruth Mackay Barnett Smyrna, GA Page 18



RB: It's right up on the wall. We had, well, 1 guess you would say two bedrooms and a sleeping porch. |
mean, with the bedrooms, but of course one bathroom, like most houses in that day, living room, dining
room, real nice, big screened in front porch, big breakfast room and a big kitchen. And we had a basement

and that was about it.

MT: Did your mama, when she canned things, did it go down in the basement?

RB: Yeah, they had shelves down there.

MT: That's what most people did. My grandmother always did that too.

RB: And they also had a smokehouse to take care of their hams when they killed a pig.

MT: Did your family or did you know any of the local politicians back then?

RB: No, Raymond Reed was the only politician I ever knew.

MT: Any of the mayors of Smyrna - Hoot Gibson or Porterfield or...?

RB: | knew them.

MT: You knew Arthur Bacon, of course?

RB: Oh yeah. And | knew John Porterfield because he was a real good friend of Barney’s. He died

recently.

MT: Yes he did. Jimmy Quarles? Did you know him?

RB: Oh yes, | knew Jimmy and Doris.

MT: His son is my age, and we went to school together.

RB: Jimmy?
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MT: Little Jimmy.

RB: | meant little Jimmy. And the other one, his name was Harry?

MT: Harry Quarles, that’s right. Jimmy lives somewhere out west. | see him about once a year. He comes
back to town and some of us will get together. What church did y'all go to when you were a young girl?

Where did y'all go first?

RB: Smyrna First United Methodist Church. Yeah, that's the only church I've ever been.

MT: And you started at Log Cabin when you and Barney married? How long were you and, was your first

husband Mike? Is that how, how long were y’all married?

RB: Fifty years.

MT: Is that right? Wow. And how did he die?

RB: He had liver cancer.

MT: Oh, that's too bad. Yeah.

RB: And then Barney had dementia.

MT: Yeah. | knew Barney.

RB: | knew you did.

MT: Barney used to come and call on me when | worked at the John Harlan, he had that printing
company, you know, and, and whenever | needed something quick I called Barney because he could get

it. He was a good supplier to my company. So | knew Barney pretty well.

RB: Barney and | were married eleven years. Good marriage.
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MT: Yeah, Barney was a good guy.

RB: People used to ask Barney and me, “Why did you all decide to get married?”” He said, well, if you've

had a real good one, you wanna try another one. He said, we both had a real good one to begin with.

MT: Now the house on Memory Lane, did you and Barney build that or how did you get that house?

RB: When | sold the property on Ridge Road, | had to move and | had to find a place to live and that was
the area of Smyrna | wanted to live in. So for months, | rode up and down the streets looking for a place.
And Francis Skelton told me one night, she said, | think Mr. Milam is gonna sell his house. So |
immediately called Mr. Milam and | went by and talked to him. Well, it was obvious the house needed a
multitude of work done. | mean, lots. Yeah. So, anyway, | told him - he hadn't put it on the market. | said,
would you give me the first right of refusal? He said yes. So | said, because | have to have my son look at
it, well, they've been nixed at the minute they saw it. And I said, oh, but | can visualize and anyway, | just
kept pushing and pushing. So I, | made a deal with Mr. Milam then I've got Jim Nix who was Luther
Williams’ son-in-law. We gutted the house and redid it, from the bottom up and | could have never been

happier.

MT: That's a good, that's a nice house. And 1 like the way that it sits back off the road better than any of

those others.

RB: And we want to sell it.

MT: Yeah, you told me that. Have you sold it yet or you still working on it?

RB: No, not yet. I hate to let it go but I’ve got to.

MT: I know, | know. Well, maybe it'll happen. It's a hard decision. We never did sell my mother's house.
As long as she was living here at Delmar, you know, she would say let's go for a ride and I'd say where

you wanna go, | wanna go by my house and just look, just look.
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RB: That’s what we do every, every Sunday after church Danny’d say, do you wanna go by the house? 1

said, yeah, we go up the driveway and turn around in the backyard and come back out.

MT: When you were in school, either at Marietta or here in Smyrna, did you have any favorite teachers?

Anybody you remember?

RB: | don't remember too many teachers. | remember names but | don't remember exactly what grade or

what they did.

MT: Did you have any favorite subjects?

RB: No. (laughs)

MT: Were you a good student or?

RB: Yeah, | was a good student. | was a real good student.

MT: | bet you were. Well, who would you say - and this is a loaded question, but who would you say had

the most influence on your young life when you were a young girl?

RB: Are you talking about outside of my family?

MT: Anybody! | mean, your mom and dad obviously, but anybody else?

RB: My mother and daddy, | mean, not only were they my parents but they were my best friends. | mean,
I think that comes from being an only child and having spent as much time with them as | did. But my
mother, I was, I can truthfully say | was never afraid to tell her anything. I mean, | was totally

comfortable being with her all my life.

MT: When they got, when both of them got older and of course your dad was sick. But did you take help,

take care of them?
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RB: Oh, yes, yes. Yes. And | will have to say Mike was without a doubt, the sweetest thing to my parents
that a son-in-law could possibly be. And | used to like to say, well, my mother loves him better than she
loves me and she did. But he was so good after Daddy got, Daddy had arthritis real, real bad. And it's, the
last few years of his life was when the highway department started winding the roads. They were working
on Ranch Road, they were doing this. They wanted a right of way for this. They wanted to do this. And

Mike would always take care of that for Daddy because he wasn't able to.

MT: Where did Mike work? What did he work for?

RB: He worked for - well, it ended up being named International Paper. But before that it was Saint

Regis, that became, | mean International bought Saint Regis.

MT: That was in downtown Atlanta off Marietta Street? Yeah, | know where it was. | grew up in the

paper business too.

RB: And at one time he was with Union Bag Camp in Stone Mountain. But then they merged with, |
think it, it was, it seemed like it was just one merge after another until it ended up, he ended up retiring
from International Paper. So, | mean, it was just a, | mean, he didn't actually ever change jobs. It was who

he was with.

MT: The names changed.

RB: And you know how that is. Something like that.

MT: Would you say there were advantages to growing up in a small town?

RB: | couldn't, I couldn't say really because at that particular point in time life was not at the pace it is

now. | mean, a 16 year old didn't get a car the day they were 16. Did you?

MT: No, no. | was a grown man before | got a car.
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RB: Well, see, this is what I'm, | mean, in my era, | mean, Mike, | was content, | mean, | don't ever, and |
can truthfully say being discontent about not having something or wanting something that I, that | knew |

could never have.

MT: You just didn't worry about it.

RB: No, didn't think about it. Well, like the youth at the church. We walked to the covered bridge to have
our weenie roast and the kids were like, you walked?! Yeah, we walked and had a good time doing it.

And they said, way out there?! And I said, it wasn’t that way out far to us, and it wasn’t!

MT: Well, what do you think about the way Smyrna has changed? Especially in the last 15 to 20 years.

RB: It's amazing. Well, I, I know Mike used to laugh about it. And say when he came to Smyrna, which
was in ‘46 after he got out of the service, he said there was one service station which was BC Osburn, one
drug store. Doctor Collins, and three liquor stores. And | can't remember who | know B.F. Reed had one
of them and then I, | don't know who the other two, but he said there was this one drug store, one service,

they called it a filling station, and three liquor stores when he came to Smyrna.

MT: Were you around when Doctor Pace was still practicing medicine here? William Pace?

RB: No, I wasn’t.

MT: Do you remember Doctor Mitchell?

RB: Oh yes. Real well.

MT: Well, he delivered me and my brother. And of course the Mitchell Clinic. And did you ever go to the

Jonquil Theater?
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RB: Oh yes, Mike and I used to walk and when we lived down on Atlanta Road we didn't have a car. At
that time we rode a streetcar to work. So we walked up to the Jonquil Theater to go to the movies.

Thought nothing of it.

MT: How much did it cost? You remember?

RB: A nickel, | think. | mean, to ride the streetcar but if it connected with the schedule, we ride the
streetcar. But if you didn't, we just walk. We used to go ride a streetcar to go down to Carmichael's to

skate on Log Cabin Drive. We’d take our skates.

MT: You remember Carmichael’s store?

RB: Carmichael’s? Yeah.

MT: The old general store. Did you ever know Jimmy Carmichael?

RB: Vaguely. I didn't, | mean, he was a friend of a cousin.

MT: Of course, he became famous.

RB: Yeah, he did. But it wasn’t when he was famous.

MT: Being born in 1924, you were a young girl during the depression, the thirties. Do you remember

much about the depression time? How was it in Smyrna? How was it for your family?

RB: Well, | can remember, we called them tramps that would go up and down, what is now Atlanta Road.
And as | said, Daddy worked for the railroad and he went to work quite early and Mother always prepared
his breakfast and when she would cook his breakfast, she would cook extra biscuit and sausage and have
them ready. And | guess almost every morning, one or two would come to the back door and she would

give them a sausage biscuit. They always sat on the back steps. They never came in the house. They never
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asked to come in the house. But she would feed them always something. She would make sure that she

had prepared enough to share.

MT: Did your dad work all that time? | mean, he still had a job during the depression.

RB: Oh yeah, he didn't have any problem with that.

MT: Yeah, a lot of families didn't, you know? And you also would have lived in the 40s during World

War I1. Did you have family and friends that were in the service?

RB: Oh yes. My favorite boyfriend, Clive Clarkson. And, they lived down off of Anderson Drive at that
time. And then all the boys around Smyrna, you know, the Flynn boys and Poss, and, uh, I can't think of

all their names but they went - I mean, there weren’t any boys here.

MT: Do you know of any families that lost a loved one during World War 11? Any deaths that you can

remember?

RB: Not right off I don’t.

MT: | bet there were some.

RB: I'm sure there were. Yeah.

MT: Did y'all have to use, because my mother used to talk, y'all had to use ration books. What was in

short supply?

RB: Sugar for one thing, and shoes - you had a hard time getting, | mean, you had to have certain points
of thoughts. And I remember I married in ‘46 and my mother started saving stamps for somebody to make
the wedding cake when | got married so she would be able to get enough sugar for the caterer to make a

cake. | remember that.
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MT: She was gonna furnish the sugar to be sure you got a cake.

RB: Sure. | got a cake.

MT: Oh, that's interesting. | like that. Yeah, that was a tough time. Do you remember when the war

ended?

RB: In June.

MT: Off course there were two Japan and then Germany and then Japan.

RB: I can’t remember the date.

MT: But do you remember how you heard that the war was over?

RB: | don't remember exactly how that, but I certainly can - | do remember where | was when Pearl

Harbor was bombed.

MT: Tell me about that.

RB: I was in Aunt Fanny’s Cabin December the 7", 1941, and we heard it on the radio. Franklin D.

Roosevelt came on.

MT: How did you feel?

RB: With an empty stomach. | mean, just devastated. | mean, really? It just knocked the props out from
under you, that was what it amounted to. At that time, my mother was at work. She was the first hostess at

Aunt Fanny’s Cabin.

MT: Is that right?

RB: June 1941.
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MT: So, she did work at Aunt Fanny’s. How long did she work there?

RB: Couple of years. As long as they did the luncheons, she did. But then when they started doing dinner,
she didn't do those, but at first they only did lunch and the menu was vegetable soup, the little corn cones.

And gingerbread with whipped cream.

MT: Did you ever go down there when she was working?

RB: Oh yeah. | ate over there half my life! For some reason they didn't seem to impress me. You would
have thought they would have now they would. But I think, you know, when you're that age sometimes

things just don't come on as strong as they do now to people.

MT: Did y'all celebrate when the war was over?

RB: Oh, yeah, everybody did. In fact, | have a, | don't have it here. It's, was in the storage, I'm sure, a cup
that Mike had, he was stationed, he was back and he was in Mississippi. And if, | can't remember the
name of the hotel, it was a pewter, well, actually it's what you would use for, to chill a shrimp cocktail.

You would put the ice in, and put the - and they, they drank beer out off to celebrate.

MT: So, he was in the Army. Did he go overseas?

RB: Army Air Force. No, he didn't. He was here in the States.

MT: Do you have any other relatives that were in the service during World War 11?

RB: Yes. But | don't remember who they were right now. | had some cousins, | know.

MT: Most everybody had somebody.

RB: See, we didn't have any family living close by. No family at all.

MT: Did y'all have a telephone at your house?
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RB: We did.

MT: You remember your number? | still remember mine. Do you remember?

RB: I can’t remember it.

MT: Did you have a party line?

RB: Oh yes!

MT: Did you ever pick it up and hear somebody talking?

RB: Oh yes. Jeannie Hill worked the switchboard in Smyrna. I don’t know if you knew Jeannie or not?

MT: No, I don’t think so.

RB: She married Charles Poss.

MT: Well | knew Charles, and the whole Poss family. Yeah, | sure did. I remember where the phone

company was and | can remember looking in there and seeing them plug those things in.

RB: Up by Atherton’s Drug Store.

MT: That's exactly right. Yeah. Yeah, | haven't thought of that in years. So you're making me think too. |

like it. | like doing that. Were there very many paved streets in Smyrna, in the thirties and forties?

RB: No. Love Street wasn’t even paved, and Ridge Road was just a dead end at where our house was.

MT: How far off of Ridge, off of Atlanta Road was your house?

RB: Now, which one, the one where | grew up?

MT: Yeah, the one where you grew up?
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RB: Oh, it was close because that's it, like that first house right there (points out window).

MT: Yeah, | saw that picture the other day. So it wasn't too far.

RB: Oh, no, it wasn't far off the road at all. Then our house was, you went up Ridge Road and it sat down

from the road.

MT: Off to the side. Yeah, that was you and Mike. So y'all lived in that same area? Yeah. Uh Did your

family - your mom and dad and you - did y'all ever live any place but there?

RB: (shakes head)

MT: How about you? And Mike? Did you ever live any place but that one house?

RB: (shakes head)

MT: And you and Barney? Where did y’all live?

RB: On Memory Lane.

MT: Ok. So those three places were your primary?

RB: Yes, that’s the only place I ever lived.

MT: Do you ever want to live anywhere else?

RB: | was totally satisfied. | was happy.

MT: Yeah, me too. Me too. How about work? Where did you work? Did you work?

RB: The first job | had was with Prudential Insurance company.

MT: In Atlanta?
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RB: Mm-hm. | rode the streetcar. And | worked there, oh, | guess about nine years till I got pregnant with
David. And then I quit work and I didn't go back to work until, David was born in ‘52 and Susan was
born in ‘54. And she was about 10 and then I went back to work and | went back to work with Allstate
Insurance Company and | worked there till “77. And then Mother, Daddy had, as | said, had arthritis real

bad. And, Mother had had a slight heart attack. So I quit work and took care of them.

MT: Did you drive a car any back then?

RB: Oh yeah.

MT: To work sometimes?

RB: Always.

MT: Did you like your job? You like working outside the home?

RB: | did. Because it was working with, both jobs were working with people and | enjoyed that.

MT: You remember how much they paid you? How much your first job paid?

RB: My first job, | was rich. | made $18 a week and | gave mother five for board and $3 for a book of car

tickets to go back and forth for a week and the rest was spending money.

MT: You did pretty well? Did you? Oh, that's good. What was a typical day, like when you were working
in downtown Atlanta? What was a typical day? What time do you have to get up? What time do you have

to be at work?

RB: Mike, I don’t remember that.

MT: I'm just curious how it went back then because things have changed so much these days for people.

Did you have to be at work early?
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RB: Well, not that early but, you know, I don't ever remember being under the stress. Like people talk

about being now with working. | enjoyed it. I really did.

MT: Well, tell me about downtown Smyrna in the thirties and forties when you were a girl.

RB: There wasn’t any!

MT: What was that? What was that? | mean, we talked about a couple of the businesses. Was there

anything else there that you remember?

RB: No.

MT: Not much?

RB: Not in the thirties. No, it wasn’t anything.

MT: In the 40s. Do you remember Saul's department store in downtown Smyrna? It was an annex. It was

a small.

RB: Oh, yeah, | do.

MT: Saul’s.

RB: And then you remember JD?

MT: Daniel, JD Daniel.

RB: Had two, three places and then Gene Rice had an antique store and Mr. Johnson’s shoe store.

MT: Everybody knew that.

RB: That was some fun, a funny story about that one. My mother had an old treadle machine and it was

after she died, my daughter wanted it, but the belt, she hadn’t used it for a number of years and the belt
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was broken on it and it had a leather, you know, belt on it. And Mike says, well, I'm going up to Mr
Johnson and maybe if | can get a shoelace, you know, a leather shoe lace and make a belt for it. But
because she wasn't going to use it, he was just trying to restore it to where it would look, you know, like
she wanted it to. Well, he goes up there and he tells Mr. Johnson what he's talking about. Mr. Johnson
says, “Oh, heck, I got one of those belts back here.” Mike said he figured he'd charge him a fortune. He

says how much, he said ten cents. So he had a belt for the machine for ten cents.

MT: Perfect, perfect. You remember the little black man that worked in there with him, about this little

short guy. I’ve forgotten his name, but I used to see him walking and I'd pick him up and take him home.

RB: Oh, really?

MT: He, he lived over in Davenport Town. Did you know many black folks back then?

RB: Yeah, | knew a good many back then. A lot of the help that didn't live on Argyle Estates, lived in

Davenport Town.

MT: Yeah. My mother and dad had a black family that did odd jobs for them and helped them out. The

Sellers, did you ever know the Sellers family?

RB: No, I don’t think so.

MT: They were a nice family, good folks. How did you meet Barney?

RB: Barney and | knew one another back when we were in high school.

MT: Is that right?

RB: He went to Fitzhugh Lee, | went to Marietta and | don't know how, when or how, but we met and |
dated his best friend and he dated my best friend and that was it. And then | went to school with Betty, his

wife and he did a good bit of work with Mike in the paper business. You know, their paths would cross
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different things. And then when we met, the last go round, I was going in Kroger’s and he was too and he
just said, well, where have you been? And | said the same place you have, | guess. Anyway, and that was

it. So we just started going out to lunch and dinner. And then we just decided we’d get married.

MT: | think it worked out pretty well.

RB: It did, it worked out beautifully.

MT: Where did y'all get married? You and Barney?

RB: Log Cabin.

MT: That's where | was married. Log Cabin. Yeah, Sue and | were married there. Yeah, that was 37 years

ago. But, yeah. How long you been going to Log Cabin?

RB: About eight years? Seven or eight years. At first, Log Cabin did not have a worship service every
Sunday. They just had it once a month and | was still going to the Methodist Church and Barney go to
Sunday school at Log Cabin. And then he would meet me at church for about two or three years. And

then when they got a minister for every Sunday, he wanted to go there and I said, “Whither thou goest.”

MT: Sure. Well, it's a good little community church. | don't know how many members they have now.

RB: Not many, but we have a real, real fine minister.

MT: Tell me about your two kids. You had a boy and a girl? Yeah. Tell me their names. When were they

born?

RB: David was born in ‘52 in Kennestone Hospital. And Susan was born in ‘54, Kennestone Hospital.
And David and Pat, his wife, live here in Smyrna, down near Teasley School. And Susan and Bill live in

Knoxville.
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MT: | remember you saying that.

RB: And | have one granddaughter.

MT: Well, Susan was just here not too long ago

RB: Last week.

MT: Yeah, because | saw her at church.

RB: lvy, who is in Jacksonville, Florida. And Ivy is a professional funeral director.

MT: Is that right?

RB: She has, she’s with Dignity.

MT: So she's your granddaughter?

RB: She’s my granddaughter.

MT: You have one granddaughter.

RB: One granddaughter, and that's it. And David works for Nissan corporate office down in Vinings and

Susan's hushand's retired. He was a financial advisor with Wells Fargo.

MT: Ok. Well, she looks mighty young to have a husband that's retired.

RB: Well, figure it out, she's 62.

MT: Well, OK, then. Yeah. Were your kids? Either one of them involved in activities around Smyrna?

What kind of things did they do?
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RB: Well, just the things kids do today. | mean, they were, David has been in scouts up here all of this
over here. And in fact, he even made Eagle and now he works with the boy scout troop in that boy scout
troop number one that's down, sponsored by Log Cabin. He's really involved with Habitat. And Susan and
her husband are really involved with Habitat in Knoxville. And this past year they went to South Africa to
do their Habitat. And two years before that, they went to Nepal, India, and did a build. And Susan and

Bill are going to Romania in July.

MT: Are you going with them?

RB: No.

MT: Well, what, what were you involved in? What did you do around Smyrna when your kids were

growing up? Were you involved in PTA or...?

RB: Oh, yeah, always in PTA. And David was a great, “Mother will do it.” The teacher’d say, well, will
somebody's mother do so and so that little hand would pop up. And | was in the Smyrna Junior Woman's
Club. I'm a member of the Smyrna Social Club. Anything like that. And I always did a lot in the church. |
volunteered, and then | volunteered a number of years for Meals on Wheels and MUST. And | did a lot

with MUST.

MT: | do Meals on Wheels one day a week. Yeah, | like it. | enjoy it. It'll open your eyes when you do

Meals on Wheels.

RB: It does, it really, really does.

MT: You don't realize how good, how well off you are, I tell you.

RB: And I tell you learn one thing that people could care less about the food. It's the company. | mean, it's

the visit. It means more to them, far more to them.
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MT: And they don't, they don't want you to leave once you get there and sometimes you just have to go

because you got ten other meals.

RB: Like I said, it's not the food they want, it’s you.

MT: Yeah. That's right. Yeah. | always enjoyed doing that. Were you by any chance a member of Sarah

Gentry’s, what did she call it?

RB: The Sew and So, yes.

MT: Were you in that? And she told me one day she said, my wife said, well, what did you all sew? And

she said, honey, we didn't sew, we gossiped and talked. So you were part of that?

RB: | was part of that.

MT: | loved Sarah.

RB: Oh, I did too. Now you talk about somebody that could fill your ear. You should have caught her.

MT: Yeah, | loved Sarah, | went to school with her oldest daughter.

RB: Oh, did you?

MT: Yeah. I'm a little bit older than her daughter. But we went to school together.

RB: Janet?

MT: Janet, and her youngest one I think lives in Hawaii.

RB: Rebecca? What’s her name?

MT: I don't know. I’1l think of it in a minute. I guess you knew Janet -
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RB: Ellen!

MT: Yeah. Right. Ellen. Yeah. She was in a bad car wreck one time | remember. Yeah. Yeah, | remember

Sarah well, quite a character.

RB: You don’t forget her!

MT: You knew Jim, | guess? Her husband?

RB: I liked Jim.

MT: Yeah, Jim was a good guy. Did you have any hobbies? Just things you did for the fun of it.

RB: | guess sewing would have been my hobby, and | enjoyed reading. Mike and | played tennis a good

bit when we first met.

MT: Oh, did you? Where did you go to play tennis?

RB: Up there by - uh, there was a tennis court over by the Legion, in front of the Legion.

MT: You know, there was, I’d forgotten about that. Was Mike involved in the Legion? Did he belong up

there?

RB: Yes, that was our country club. That was the country club. And we went all the time and, until Bell

Bomber came and then it kind of wasn’t the same after that.

MT: Did you know anybody that worked at the Bell Bomber plant, any friends or relatives?

RB: No, not right off.

MT: That was a really big deal when that came to Cobb County. How did that change Smyrna and Cobb

County?
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RB: Well, it just blossomed it out. | mean, it expanded - when you look at Belmont Hills. | mean, that's
what developed after Bell moved here and all the areas. And then when Lockheed came, it even expanded

more.

MT: Yeah, | tell people it changed Cobb County forever.

RB: It did. Well, ok, the area where you live now, | mean, Lockheed, | think was responsible for a lot of

that, yeah.

MT: Did you know the Collier family that owned some of that land? Memory Lane and Collier Drive?

RB: Oh yeah, Margaret.

MT: Margaret and her dad. Her dad was just no farmer, he used to walk down Collier Drive and talk to

my daddy.

RB: Oh really? Well, | knew Margaret. I know her. In fact, | see her daughter every year in Log Cabin’s

first Sunday celebration and she lives in Roswell. And then | knew F.M. - Frank - Margaret's brother.

MT: Yeah, | didn't know him. | knew Margaret. Not well, but | knew who she was. OK, I'll tell you what
I think I'm going to do. I've got, | wrote down just words or places. Let me see if it triggers any memory.

If I just say this, if | say the Concord covered bridge, what do you think of?

RB: Weiner roasts there, when | was a youth going from the church.

MT: So y'all use, church groups used to go out there and picnic.

RB: Right.

MT: Belmont.
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RB: Well, actually, you know, Belmont Hills was the largest shopping center in the southeast when it was
built. And | remember the big Belmont home that was up on the right side of Atlanta Road and that's

basically it.

MT: Was Atlanta Road - I'm sure it was a dirt road when you were a girl.

RB: No, it was paved.

MT: When was it paved?

RB: | have no idea.

MT: | need to find that out.

RB: It was paved when we moved to Smyrna. Now | will say it was just a little two-lane road, but it was

paved.

MT: We mentioned J.D. Daniels’ Red Dot. He had one down in Oakdale as well. I remember that.

RB: Now, Rex Martin -

MT: He still owns that property. Yeah, | see. Rex. He lives right behind me.

RB: | saw Rex - oh where did | see him - not that long ago. And | haven't seen him in such a long time.

MT: Yeah. He and his two brothers still have a good bit of property on Pinetree. We're all scared to death

what he's going to do with it one day.

RB: Maybe it will become a subdivision.

MT: | mean, they're, all three of the brothers are older and one day they'll develop it and, | mean, that's

their right, they can do that.
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RB: Well, see, that's why | left Ridge Road.

MT: Yeabh, it's really changed, hasn’t it? And of course the trolley, we called it the streetcar. What did
y'all call it? Streetcar? How many trolley stops do you think they had from Atlanta to Marietta? They had

a bunch of them. Do you remember the names where they were?

RB: Yeah, | remember a lot of them - Spring Hill, there was Sunny Hill, there was Argyle, there was
Creekwood, there was Love Street, there was a substation, Belmont Hills - and I can't remember the name
of the next one, but I can remember the girl that went to high school that caught it there - her name was

Hilda Henley.

MT: How close - were they pretty close together? They must have been fairly close.

RB: They were fairly close.

MT: Quarter mile or half mile?

RB: | guess.

MT: How - somebody asked me this and I didn't know - how fast could that streetcar go?

RB: Well, I'll tell you when you, when you left Marietta Street and came down to Hills Park, it was fast
and because it was going downhill, I mean, anybody that hadn’t ever ridden it, it was frightening almost.

I'm just wiggling and twisting in front of that thing.

MT: Yeah, that's ok. No, you're fine. Of course, it stopped running when | was just two or three years old.

So I don't remember it but my mother...

RB: Now, how old are you?

MT: I'm 71. I was born in ‘45 and I think it quit running in about ‘47.
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RB: Well I’'m twenty years older than you are!

MT: Well, you know, | know everybody rode the streetcar though.

RB: Well, that was the only way! We didn’t have a car. For a couple of years after Mike and I married,

we didn’t have a car.

MT: In talking and doing the book that I've, I've left you here. The Brawner family told me that that was

one of the main reasons Dr. Brawner wanted that property because it was across the street from the -

RB: The streetcar stop!

MT: And patients and nurses and doctors -

RB: And everybody could get there.

MT: Pretty important.

RB: Well, that makes sense.

MT: Why did it stop running? Do you know?

RB: I don’t, I have no idea.

MT: | know that bus service was coming along about then and that may have had a lot to do with it.

RB: But the streetcar was far cheaper.

MT: Oh, yeah. Creatwood - how about Creatwood Dairy? What do you remember about that?

RB: Well, | remember that they had a bunch of cows and it was a pretty big dairy. | mean, they did a

pretty good business. One thing that | can remember about the pasture back behind us - periodically, it
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wasn't every year, but several years in the fall of the year, they would have a foxhunt. It was a beautiful

sight -

MT: Really, in those pastures?

RB: In that pasture, because it came up a hill in the back when the back of our property and they would be
on those beautiful horses and they, they be dressed to the nines with their red and their white and the dogs

howling - it was really a sight.

MT: Did they bring in their own foxes?

RB: I don't know if they ever chased a fox at all. They might have had an artificial one. I don't know, but
it was always a sight to see when they, you know, they would - of course, it was just momentarily it didn't

last but a few minutes. But it was, we enjoyed watching it.

MT: A good excuse for them to have a party, | guess.

RB: Always.

MT: I never heard that story. I didn't know that they did that.

RB: Well, it wasn't - | don't think that they ever did it but two or three times, | mean, it wasn't a regular

event.

MT - Was it people - who did it, people from Atlanta, or...?

RB: | would guess, | don't know, we didn't know any of them. It was just something that we were

spectators of.

MT: Did you ever go to the Guernsey Jug?

RB: Oh, many, many times.
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MT: Tell me about the Guernsey Jug.

RB: Well, it was just a real, real neat place for a steak - as you know, you saw the menu and you could eat
there for nothing at that point in time, but you could anywhere. And after it was closed, when Edith
Crowe married, she and her husband converted it into living quarters and they lived there till they built

their home and then it was rented a couple of times, | think, and then it was closed up.

MT: I'm glad they saved it.

RB: And then they moved it. You know, when they moved it as the clubhouse for the -

MT: For that subdivision.

RB: Heritage at Vinings.

MT: That's right. Everything's got Vinings on it. (both laugh) And you said you went to Jonquil Theater?

RB: Oh yeah, yeah.

MT: Yeah, | used to go there as a kid too. Where was Dixie Highway?

RB: Well, Atlanta Road was called Dixie Highway.

MT: That's what they called it. What was the access highway or access road? What was that?

RB. I don’t know. I’m not familiar -

MT: South Cobb Drive, maybe?

RB: Oh, there was no such thing.

MT: Well, that was during the war, during World War 1.
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RB: At Kings Springs Road out here, it would dead end just after you would cross South Cobb Drive.

And of course, all that was dirt. | mean, there wasn't any paving on that.

MT: Yeah. | do remember some of that. So y'all went into town sometimes and shopped at Davison's and

Rich’s. What do you remember about those two places?

RB: Oh, it was a great thrill to get to go to Atlanta have lunch at Rich’s Tea Room. You felt like you had

really stepped out.

MT: Eat those little sandwiches?

RB: It was a real treat though. And that was something else. Once a month they would have a fashion
show and I would take Mother and we would go to Rich’s for her to go to the fashion show so she could

see what was new and good ideas and so forth. And we’d go and have lunch.

MT: And it was Rich’s and then Davison-Paxon’s. And then did you have a favorite?

RB: Rich’s, always. I don't know why it was, but it was always our favorite.

MT: You said you remember when they put in Belmont Hill shopping center - that was ‘50s I guess,

1950s. | don't remember exactly.

RB: I don't either. It was, no, it might have been before the ‘50s. It must have been in the ‘40s.

MT: It was after the war. But | don't remember exactly when. Do you remember when Mr. Dickson built

his little shopping center?

RB: Yes, | sure do. But I don't remember the year.

MT: John Dickson. What was at Dickson shopping center? What’d he have there?
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RB: Well, you know, Hubert Cochran had his store there at one time, and Mclintyre's Bakery was there at

one time.

MT: | think there was a, wasn't there a grocery store there?

RB: | don't remember it.

MT: Seems like there was.

RB: I think there was a barber shop there. | believe there was. And then Hubert because, you know,

Hubert had a place up on Atlanta Street to begin with.

MT: Cochran? Hubert Cochran.

RB: And then, you know, he was up there where the um, up by...

MT: Where the Masonic lodge and, and the post office used to be.

RB: That now is Market Village.

MT: That’s right. When I was a kid and we would leave Smyrna elementary in the afternoon, we'd walk
down to that little store and buy penny candy before we go home. When candy was still a penny. Yeah,

you could buy a lot for a nickel back then.

RB: You could, for sure.

MT: Yeah. Yeah, | remember all that.

RB: Now, did you finish high school at Smyrna?

MT: Yeah, at Campbell.

RB: Now you were probably one of the first graduating classes.
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MT: No, | was probably the third or fourth.

RB: Oh, were you?

MT: Yeah. But we went to Cambell.

RB: I was trying to remember.

MT: | guess you heard, or maybe you didn't, they are gonna tear down Fitzhugh Lee School.

RB: | saw that in the paper.

MT: Yeah, | hate that.

RB: That's a landmark.

MT: It's a landmark, it's a historic property.

RB: It is! Why?

MT: Well, it's just taking so much money to keep it up. It's over 100 years old and they decided they can't,
they can't market it, they can't use it as a school anymore. So they finally got the family that gave them
that land to agree to let them sell it. And the family is gonna get a little bit of money and I forget it's the
Maner family and some others, | don't remember. But, you remember when Jonquil Plaza was built, JDs,

Red Dot - | can't remember what else was in there.

RB: Redfords, five and ten cent store. JD had a liquor store.

MT: Did he? | didn't remember that.

RB: Next to his Red Dot grocer’s. It was the five and ten, the Red Dot, the grocery store supermarket, you

called it and, uh, the liquor store and there was a barber shop in there.
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MT: You remember Gil Lynch, you know, he died just recently.

RB: Gil was my friend.

MT: He was a good guy.

RB: At one time | remember Mike had had some surgery at Kennestone and | was going back and forth
and something happened to my car and it was, it hadn't broken down on me, but it was making a strange
noise and I went by Gil’s in tears. He said, now, don't be upset we're gonna get. He said, if it takes me all
night, that car is gonna be ready. He was the sweetest thing. You know, | know one time I pulled up there
to get gas and | didn't have my wallet. Well, I got on and he said, don't get upset. | said, well, | don't have
my driver's license. He said, don't worry about it. He said move over. So he drove me back home on
Ridge Road to get my wallet because | didn't have my driver's license and then he drove back from the
service station and got out and he said, I'll see you later. But, you know, just, people don't do things like

that anymore.

MT: Yeah, it's a different world, isn't it? Smyrna’s changed so much.

RB: | know it.

MT: Do you like some of the changes you see in Smyrna or not?

RB: | don't like alot of them.

MT: What's the biggest change, you think?

RB: I don't really, I hadn't given it that much thought I guess. | just kind of go with the flow. For one

thing, there's a lot of people and the main thing - traffic, it's horrendous. It really is.

MT: What do you think about the Braves coming to our area?

Ruth Mackay Barnett Smyrna, GA Page 48



RB: Well, that's fine with me. How do you feel?

MT: I think it's gonna be alright. It's gonna take a while.

RB: Well, it's a big adjustment!

MT: When they're playing the game, people will have to get used to how to get there, how to get home,

where to park.

RB: And learn to exercise patience and not many people have it.

MT: | don't know if they can do that.

RB: Not many people have.

MT: Well, how do you like Delmar?

RB: | like it.

MT: You've been here a couple of years or so?

RB: Two years, a little over two years. Yeah, if | had to leave my home, this is fine.

MT: You go down and eat downstairs some?

RB: In the evening. Yeah, | eat my breakfast and lunch here.

MT: Well, they have a good many activities. | hope you take advantage of some of those.

RB: | do. And that's one of the reasons I'm here, Mike, is because if | went on Memory Lane | would be
alone a lot unless I had a caregiver, and a caregiver is somebody that just sits and looks at you and that, |

don't need. I mean, I'm not at that point.
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MT: No, you're definitely not.

RB: And I just think it's good for me to be here where there are people and | have the, you know,
relationship with them and if | wanna participate, | can, and if | don't feel like it that day, | don't. And |
just, I feel like that's the way to go. Now | have a girl that helps me some during the week, things that it's
difficult for me to do for myself. I'd rather have somebody | know than help here. So she just, things like

showering, takes care of my laundry and things like that and that's it.

MT: Well, it's good to know you've got that though. I'm sure that makes your children feel better.

RB: It does. And I say, I don’t need her and they say yes, you do. But they're big supporters and they've
been here too. And, I think one thing that | am so grateful for, | made the decision to move here, because
when | had broken my hip and | was in therapy, | woke up in the middle of the night one night and |
thought, well, Delmar Gardens is for me because at that time Barney was at Woodland Ridge and | knew
I could not take care of him if he came home, he couldn't do anything for me. So the only thing for me to
do was to go for somebody to take care of me and | called Susan and told her she and Pat got on the stick
and I was here. They had it worked out, they worked it out with my therapist that where | was. And he
said I'll have you ready when they've got your place ready. So that's what happened. And when it was just

like this, the day | came from therapy, they had done it all.

MT: They maintain this place really well, the grounds are pretty and it’s clean...

RB: And it does have no odor. That's what | love about.

MT: Well, it's, it's an apartment.

RB: Yeah, itis.

MT: | mean, it's a nice apartment. I'm glad it's working out good for you. And wasn't this painless?
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RB: (Laughs) No.

MT: I’'m sure it was.

RB: I'm afraid | have babbled too much.

MT: No. No, I'm sure you'll think of other things.

RB: Are you going to edit it?

MT: No reason to. I'll just, in fact, we'll turn it off if you want to. We're pretty much done. Let me just let

me just get over here.

RB: When can | see it?

MT: Well, I’'m gonna take it to...
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