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TF: Recording.

WM: Oh, this is Bill Marchione and we're conducting this interview as part of the oral history project here
at the Smyrna Public Library. And our interviewee today is Jean Aaron, a member of the King family,
which resided in the Davenport -Rose Garden Hills section of Smyrna. And this interview is being
conducted as part of research into the history of the African American experience in the Smyrna area.
And my co-interviewer today is Ty Fletcher, and Ty and | will be collaborating and putting together a
public presentation on the history of the African American community to be aired in February, Black

History Month, of 2020. So this is a step in that direction. So welcome, Jean.

JA: Good morning.

WM: And let's start with a few facts about your birth and background. When and where were you born?

JA: I was born in Marietta, Georgia, Cobb County in February 1951. Now, everybody knows my age.

WM: What were your parents’ names?

JA: I was born to Gloria King Aaron and Samuel Aaron.

WM: And where did you stand in the family's birth order?

JA: | was the first of four children. | have two sisters and one brother, who's deceased. But there were

four of us.

WM: You indicated in our previous conversation that the African Americans in Smyrna knew one another

quite well when you were growing up. Did this group also tend to intermarry?

JA: I would say, | would say probably more than likely. However, my, my father was actually from
Alabama. So I think he had relatives that lived here probably, and he was probably visiting and he was

smitten by my mom, maybe.
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WM: What was his occupation?

JA: My father is deceased and unfortunately, I'm not going to be able to answer a lot of questions about
my dad because, my parents were separated at, um, | think | was maybe five. So | don't have a lot of

background on him per se. Maybe his, uh, my family like his, his family, but not necessarily him.

WM: Did your mother work?

JA: Yes, she did, she was a domestic, she did domestic work, my mom did.

WM: My impression is that that was the dominant occupation for women in the community.

JA: That or working at maybe restaurants, kitchens, and maybe some waitress work and maybe, yeah,
probably domestic cleaning, cleaning, you know, just cleaning, general cleaning - for women. Men,
probably a variety of things, worked on whatever available plant or industrial kind of work, you know,

work.

WM: Aunt Fanny’s Cabin?

JA: Oh, yeah, for sure. Yeah. Absolutely. Absolutely. That was a place of employment for...

WM: Where did your family live when you were growing up?

JA: They lived in Davenport, in Davenport Street in Smyrna. My mom, my mother, my grandmother,
that's where actually we were raised there in the Rose Garden/Davenport. Actually, it's considered

Davenport Town at the time we were growing up. So that's where, that's where we grew up.

WM: | did some research into Davenport Town and the decades before Rose Garden Hills was developed

in the thirties and the forties, it really was rather small.

JA: Very small.
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WM: There were only, | think thirteen families in the neighborhood in the 1930 census.

JA: | would say probably pretty close to that, not many more.

WM: How much education, you say you don't know very much about your father's background. How

much education did your mother receive?

JA: She graduated from high school.

WM: She graduated from high school.

JA: Mm-hm, she graduated from high school.

WM: And what high school was that?

JA: Lemon Street.

WM: Oh, from there.

JA: In Marietta. | think that's where most of the folk graduated from.

WM: My research suggests that educational opportunities for Blacks were somewhat limited. Do you

have any knowledge of your grandparents?

JA: | know that my grandmother, | don't know, I don't know about my grandfather but my grandmother

was probably she, she taught herself to read, she was self-taught. She taught herself to read.

WM: Were you the first member of your family to attend college?

JA: Am I? Yes.

WM: And you, what school was it that you?
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JA: I went, | attended Georgia State and | was degreed at Kennesaw.

WM: Kennesaw State University. Now, when you were in grade school, the schools were still very much
segregated at that point. Describe the segregated school you attended as a child - would that have been the

Rose Garden Hills School?

JA: Actually, 1 would say that the school was probably the, the backbone or, or the foundation of the
community that was, you know - everybody was associated with the school. There was some, a couple of
churches, there were several churches and of course, religion was - you know, this is the South and Bible
Belt. So of course, the churches - between the church and the school, those were the foundations of the

African American community. Well, I - for sure, in Smyrna. Blacks in Smyrna.

WM: That's interesting, the, the school played an important role.

JA: Why would it, why can | ask a question? I, I don't know what it would be a surprise because in that
period, | think that African Americans were very conscious of the importance of education. It was at that

time thought to be the key to advancement, the key to a better life, the key to just a better future. So-

WM: That's foreshadowed in the period after the Civil War, Blacks were very eager to attend school.

JA: And it continued because that was the cry of my family. The cry of probably most African American
families. You know if you didn't do anything you're gonna graduate from high school. Yeah. And with
any, with any smarts about you, you were gonna get a scholarship and you were gonna go to somebody's

college. That was, that was just the theme - education was the theme.

WM: Well, describe if you would, how segregation impacted your childhood.

JA: Me personally, it had absolutely zero impact on my life. | was, | don't even real, | don't even, | know |
knew that we were segregated but as far as it being an issue for me or a bone of contention, it was not, in

fact, | doubt if it was a bone of contention for anyone in my immediate family. 1 don't, | can't speak
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outside of my family because | know there were some frustrations in the community that we were, we
may, you know, we were, we were privy to hear, but absolutely positively not really allowed to engage in
any of that. So that was something that, | don't know if our family had us in this little cocoon uh that

made us believe that, you know, it's OK. You know, and it's gonna be OK.

WM: Was that because you didn't have much contact with the white community or because you, | mean,

was it because of racial isolation or?

JA: | think, I think, I think in Smyrna it was probably more racial isolation generally speaking, but from a
personal rearing background, we were never ever taught to believe that we were any less than, or any
more than any other race. We understood the differences. | don't even know if we would say we respected
it. We just, we just, it was just there, it was, you know, we, when we, we were, when we went to any of
the facilities, if we felt like we were isolated or segregated, | don't think so because I think that we had
absolutely, | had an absolutely fun, happy, adventurous childhood. | felt no lack in no, no lack at all. Me
personally and | think I can probably speak for my siblings because we all and, and we were very. I, |
would say that we as the family were clannish in a sense because we had a large family. There were ten
children at my grandparents and, and they were very, very close-knit family and they lived, you know, in
various areas in Cobb and in, you know, maybe northern Fulton County. So, you know, we got to explore
this, the area as children and we had such a big family and cousins and uncles and nephews and, you
know, big family that we were, we, we just got to be to see, we got to see the rest of the world. We didn't,
you know, we went to get ice cream on Sunday and, and Saturday and, and we, after church we’d get
together, we’d go to the movies on, on Saturday, Saturday morning and spent the whole morning at, at the
theater in Marietta. And we didn't even realize that we were in the balcony and separated. We had no, that
wasn't a concern. It's not one of our concerns. We were with each other. We were having fun. We were
laughing, we were carrying on, we were throwing popcorn over the balcony and they were yelling back at

us, but we didn't realize that neither shall the two meet. We were just there. That's just, you know, maybe
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I was, maybe we were kind of naive, but we just did never felt that. And I, and again, I really feel like |

could speak for my, my, my sisters, brother, cousins. But we just didn't, we just enjoyed each other.

WM: And so to go to the next question, do you think that the experience of being separated racially

influenced the way you interacted with the whites there in life?

JA: I don't think it, I think it's the way that we were taught that that helped us interact. | don't think it had
anything to do with separation or isolation or togetherness or either. | think that we were, we understood,
they were Black folk, we understood they were white folk. We understood that the white folk had things
that would make our lives comfortable and make our lives whatever. And we respected that. And we did
what we could do to, to gain access to it. We did it through cooperation, we did it through relationships.
We did it through networking. My grandmother was - she was, | think she, | say that she was a woman
before her time because she, she could get whatever she needed for her family. And she got it through
relationships with the white folk and without, without losing a bit of respect, probably gaining quite a bit
but, and quietly, very quietly, you know, she was able to - probably one of the first African American
women to own property, enough property that she could support her family on it and help the community
because she had, she had property homes that she had, that she purchased or she built or whatever and
property that allowed people when they came into the community from wherever and they were without

anything that she could provide shelter, room and board and shelter for them.

WM: So she owned -

JA: She owned property.

WM: Several houses.

JA: She owned several pieces of property. They owned several pieces of property in Smyrna. And |
remember, she, she would go around on once a month to collect the rent. And | remember people come to

town and didn't have anywhere to stay and, and you know, boom, you know, the house is available or
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they have a trailer out back of this house and you can stay there until you get your, get on your feet. And
oh, you need some clothes for your kids? Or you can come over to my house. | got a little wash house out
back with some clothes and stuff and just go through and see what you can find for yourself. So, you

know, and that’s -

WM: How did she accumulate properly?

JA: I'm not really sure. I'm not really sure how she did it. I'm not really sure. Again, | said, she did it so
quietly. I would imagine that she, she purchased it from the folk that had it and the folk that probably had

it or probably Caucasian. So | think she was probably, she was a very well thought of woman.

WM: Going back to the Rose Garden Hill school, what were the names of some of your teachers? And

were any of them residents of the neighborhood?

JA: Yes, there were some that weren't residents in the neighborhood, there was Miss Perry. She lived
across the street from the school. In fact, her children today, | believe - well, the last | heard, one of her
daughters, actually is still a member of the church, King’s Chapel Church where her papa, her mom, her
parents were great, her grandparents were members. And then there was a woman by the name of Mrs.
Burgeon, who's also lived in the neighborhood. Mr. McNeil, he was actually the principal of the
neighborhood, and he lived in the neighborhood. | would say that the rest of the teachers either came to

the neighborhood during the week to stay or they traveled back and forth from Atlanta.

WM: Were any of the teachers white, or was it -?

JA: No. We never had any white teachers.

WM: Were you a reader as a child?

JA: Yeah. Oh, yeah.
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WM: And how did you access reading material? Did you have access to the local library, for example?

JA: | think that I, well, you know, we did not. There was, | remember as a child there was a local
bookmobile that would come around to us to bring the books. There wasn't, I, | recall at some point we
were allowed to go to, to the, we were, we went to the public library. | don't, | at the back of it allow it

because I, you know what we needed either came to us by some magic -

WM: There wasn’t much of a library here until 1961 when the city of Smyna built a -

JA: The little tiny, little, little library. Well, | remember going into that little tiny little library and |
thought it was the biggest thing since, | don't know, it was huge to me. Because it had some, had some

books.

WM: This is the one on King Street?

JA: And then, and then we, | don't know if the bookmobile was associated with Smyrna or if it was

associated with Marietta. I don’t know.

WM: | think that was Cobb County.

JA: Cobb County. Yeah. So it was, it was, and it would bring the books and we could, we had, |
remember little and the little, the little envelope and we would, you know, we're just all excited about
writing the names of the books that we read, especially during the summer when school was out. That was

the book contest. How many books can you read kind of contest.

WM: What were you reading?

JA: Oh my goodness, everything! I remember, | remember some of the series like Nancy Drew series and,
and then there was another, oh my goodness was that it was the guy, the guy with the, the boys one, | kind

of ventured off into that a little bit. Just different, just different things that - I loved the encyclopedia
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because it could just go wherever | wanted it to go, you know, just lead me to all kind of wormholes, |
call them, or rabbit holes. So I, I love, I, I do and I still do today. You know, I'm glad to have all the

books.

WM: Did you own an encyclopedia?

JA: Absolutely. Absolutely. My mother, one of the - | remember that, | remember our first world book
encyclopedia. That was, | give it to her, that she purchased, my mom purchased. We received other
books, other encyclopedias as gifts or hand me downs from the people that she worked for. In fact,
probably most of our books and things that they came from, you know, the book that we owned anyway,
probably came from gifts from people that, you know, that they knew or when the, when the library
retired books and knew it, you know, we would be there to grab them, whatever. | think all of us were
pretty good readers. | think we were. | think all of, all of, all four of us were good, were avid, avid

readers. | may have been a little bit more ridiculous about it than they were. But yeah, we all read.

WM: Did other people of your age in the community attend college or, or were you unique in that? Your

generation?

JA: Trying to think of my generation, I'm sure they were. But | honestly, I can't off the top of my head

recall any that did. Let's see.

WM: And if you would tell me, you studied sociology.

JA: | have a degree in, yeah, like psychology. So psychology and sociology or human services, basically

human services.

WM: What prompted your interest in this?

JA: Probably, probably service people that come into the community providing service. | think. I really

believe that probably pinched it a little bit for me and, and it may have been my grandmother who was
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such a servant, you know, she had that spirit of service to the community and she was without a doubt,

hands down my mentor, my hero, my aspiration, my motivation. So | probably was following her.

WM: The Davenport Town area has been described by whites as shabby and run down - houses without

doors, for example. Does that comport with your recollections of it?

JA: No. Shabby compared to them? Maybe. | don't know of one house that didn't have a door on it.

Everybody had a door, the doors may have swung open quite a bit, but everybody had a door.

WM: Did the Smyrna African American community in general have a social hierarchy? Were there
people that you looked up to as leaders and you know, or even narrowing the discussion down to
Davenport/Rose Garden Hill. I'm in the process of reading the autobiography of John Pope Franklin, the
historian. He talks about how there was friction, a kind of struggle for power within the community in
which he grew up in Oklahoma between the Methodist and the Baptist churches. | mean, you had the

same situation of, you know, religious division within the communities.

JA: No.

WM: Was there any competition for leadership?

JA: No, not at all.

WM: Not at all?

JA: Not in the African American community, not at all. Everybody know —

WM: The circumstances differ from one location to another.

JA: In fact, my grandmother who was one of the founders of the African American, African American
Episcopal Methodist Church. She founded that church. And prior to founding it, she partnered with the

Baptist churches - there were two - in the community and they alternated service one week, they'd have
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Baptist church and the next week they'd have Methodist church. So | grew up, you know, under the
umbrella of the AME Church. But I tell you what, if you come, if you came right down to tell me to give,
tell me, write a list of the differences, | would not be able to tell you, they blended.

WM: And yet you could have social hierarchy. | remember interviewing a white gentleman who lived
here all his life and he commented that there was a very strong sense of identification with the churches,

the two primary churches in the among whites, in this community —

JA: Oh, the whites? I can’t speak for them. (laughs)

WM: The Methodists versus the Baptists. And when they met socially, when the children gathered for
parties, they would actually separate. The Methodists would be on one end of the room and the Baptists in

the other.

JA: Very interesting that you would say that because | wonder, I always wondered why my grandmother
decided that she was, she's a missionary. So | would, 1 would, | have no doubt that she would have been
called to found a church of some sort, something religious or spiritual. But | always wondered why the
Methodist. And now that you say that is interesting because I'm, I'm not, I'm just gonna just guess this,
this is just my putting it all together now because | have lots of questions myself. Maybe they thought that
by having her, well supporting her, because she was definitely supported in starting the church and
opening the church and having the property available to start that church from the white community. So,
I'm gonna reserve my thoughts for it. Gotta think about that. But | wondered, and if they had a bone of
contention with one another in their community, maybe they assumed that we would have one in ours, but
then it never happened, it never happened. | don't know, | really don't know why my grandmother chose
the AME church to start. | don't know. Maybe she was, I'm not, maybe she was a Methodist. Maybe she
was Methodist growing up. | don't know, prior to coming to the community. | know that all, that my, my

parents, my mom and, and her siblings always said that, you know, they had church at home before they
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were, you know, before they attended church-church. So | don't know, maybe they, maybe she was

Methodist at the time.

WM: So are you suggesting that there were really no social distinctions within the African American

community?

JA: None.

WM: Even when Rose Garden Hill?

JA: Once that went out, when that started? Yes, there started to be a little bit of, what is that what you call

it - classist? This class tried to attempt a class —

WM: that was, you know, that was described as being the first middle class community in the area.

JA: Yeah. And |, yeah, | think that that was, yeah, | think that was kind of the beginning of when you start

seeing that class in the, in the community.

WM: My wife and | were off on a bus trip with the Wolfe Center and | was seated at lunch with a group
of African American women. And it was very early in the, when | was trying to pull together information
relating to Davenport Town/Rose Garden Hill. And | just thought, well, maybe some of these women
were residents of the neighborhood and | put the question to them, you know, and | got a very negative
sort of response from them. Why would you suggest that? They looked down upon that neighborhood.

They were these women who were more, | think, you know —

JA: White, white women?

WM: No, these are Black women, you know. | was surprised by that reaction. It was like, they were very

dismissive of the idea that they could, well, in any event.
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JA: Well, but like I said, they, I think that when, when they started, when they, when Rose Gardens was
built, I, I, I would imagine that that was the beginning of kind of a class identity or the beginning of that,
that start of that because a lot of the people that came into the community came in from outside and |
think that would have been, that would have been a natural way that | don't think it was, | think it would
have happened in any community. You know, you got a community that's got a little, a few homes that
have been around a while. They were probably self built homes that people, they built themselves. And
now you got somebody that's investing money into your community and building, you know, they can
take the backside of your community and they gotta cordon it off and they gotta redevelop the whole
thing. | would have developed the whole thing. | would have just, you know, offered to, you know, let's
just rebuild those houses and just make one big community. But the, the way they, the way it was done, |
could imagine it being because people came in from outside the community. My grandmother really
struggled with providing service for those folks that came in. You know, she, | don't know if you talk to
maybe some of the older women, | don't, maybe eighty, ninety years old, seventy, late seventies even,
they will probably tell you if they were, if they had, if they were original, my grandmother and some of
the other black women in the Davenport Town were the, were the welcome wagon. So, you know how
they, you know what they did after being welcomed, that's on them. But | think that my grandmother
continued to be who she was. You know, even after you were neighbors, you know, we considered,
consider you a neighbor and this is how we do our neighbors. You know, | have here come up to my
house, you know, bring your, bring you a bucket and you can get all the, all the plants you want to
landscape your yard and, you know, you come to church on Sunday and we gonna have dinner on the
ground. So, yes, that, that's, that's probably how it was. | don't know. And | don't, she didn't, she never
lost her identity. | don't know if anybody else did and she, and we never lost our identity. Maybe

everybody else felt an identity lost because of property. Property never established us as a family.

WM: Where did your family when you were, when you were growing up, do the shopping? Did they go

into Smyrna?
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JA: Yeah, of course they did.

WM: And out to Marietta.

JA: Mhm. Yeah, they did. Smyrna, Marietta, sometime into Atlanta. You know, wherever.

WM: And they got access to these stores and so forth?

JA: | never heard anybody come home crying that they didn't get what they wanted.

WM: You know, because in the early period, | mean, it was very rigid and, you know, Blacks would be
dealt with but they had to go to the back door of the establishments and that goes back twenty or thirty

years prior.

JA: | don't ever remember going to the back door of a store. The corner, there was a couple of corner
stores and we walked right in the front doors just like everybody else. | don't know. My grandmother, she
kept, she was comfortable enough to send us to six points to get her daily Coca Cola. And, you know, and
we go with that, go get that Coca Cola and we go into the store and we get Mr Mac. Mr Mac, what | was
saying, Daniels or Mac or, I can't remember his name. Mac Daniels or something like that. And he would
give us our Coke and we'd walk back home with the Coca Cola. But | don't, | didn't remember going in

any, any door that was different.

WM: Were there any Black-owned stores in the area?

JA: Yeah, there was, there was eventually a store within the neighborhood, and it was kind of between, it
was at the, it separated, it was, it was kind of the demarcation for the existing community in the new Rose
Garden. So it was kind of like that was the dividing, that was like in the middle of the two places. I, |
don't know, | would imagine that the people from Rose Garden used that store. But | don't, you know, |
wasn't sitting with, with a tallying thing finding out where they would shop, where they went shopping it,

that, that wasn't.

Jean Aaron Smyrna, GA 15



WM: | saw a reference to that store, and at that point, early on, it was owned and operated by a white

man.

JA: Well, maybe it was, | don't know, I don't know who owned it. I just know that, that it was there. I, 1, I,
I can't speak for what, who owned it. | do know that at some point in time it was, it was ran by a man, by,
I wanna call it Saint Daniels or something like that. And he was from, he didn't live in the neighborhood,

he was from outside the neighborhood. He may have been running it for the white folk. | don't know. You

know, there wasn't, | can't, can't speak to that, but I know there was a store.

WM: Were the restaurants in the area open to Blacks on the same basis as whites?

JA: | doubt it. | can't remember any restaurants that we went to.

WM: That would not have been the case obviously with Aunt Fanny’s Cabin where the wait staff was

Black but the ownership was white

JA: No, we definitely did not go to Aunt Fanny’s Cabin to eat. No. And I can't, and I really can't think of
a restaurant. I mean, 1 would imagine that there was maybe some in Marietta that, that the community or
that my family went to or... I don't, I don't recall, I mean, you know, they would, they would go out to
eat, they would go out on dates. They would go out, you know, and, you know, | don't know where they
would go. Like, my aunt and my mom, they would go out on Friday night, Saturday, whenever, and

socialize with each other. | don't know, maybe they, | don't know where they went.

WM: Well, that brings us to the next question actually. Which is what did the African American

population do for entertainment?

JA: That's a good question. They looked like they were happy to me.

WM: Did the local movie theaters open to Blacks?

Jean Aaron Smyrna, GA 16



JA: Well, like | said, the, the, the theater, the Strand theater in Marietta, | remember as a, as a, that we did
go into separate doors because [ mean, I, but it was convenient. So it wasn't like, you know... It was right
down the street, like we would go uptown to Marietta on the weekend, and we would meet my cousins
who lived in Marietta and my, my aunt and my mom and would all go to the beauty salon and the beauty
salon was right across the street from the theater. So they would send us across the street and that they
could actually stand or look through the window and see us coming in and out of that door. So we were
supposed to go in that door and we were supposed to come out of that door. Now, | don't know if there
was another door | found out later that there was, but because that's the door that mom and them tell us to

go to, that's the one we went to.

WM: Was this in the same area as the one street school?

JA: (Shakes head) It was down, it was right off the square in Marietta, right off the square. There was a
woman that owned a beauty salon there. Her name was Miss Haley. And her salon was across the street
from the theater and they could literally look out the window at the door that they told us to go in and out
of. And if we went out that, if we went, we went in there, we better not be coming out because somebody

will be looking. They probably weren't looking, they just threatened us that they were looking.

WM: How about the Jonquil theater in Smyrna?

JA: | don't ever remember going to that movie.

WM: I'm not sure when it went out of existence, but it came into existence in the fifties.

JA: | never heard of that. | never went to it. | never heard of that.

WM: And there was, there was a theater on South Cobb.

JA: The only, the only theater | remember, and it was a drive in, on Austell Road or off Austell Road,

somewhere like that. We didn't go to that one either until later, much, much later. The only theater we
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went to was the one, The Strand Theater in Marietta. And we went through that little side door. | don't
know if it was open to us all the time or we got Saturday privilege or what, nobody told us. We just, they

took us there on Saturday to entertain us while they got their hair done.

WM: Going back to the AME church. What were the names of the families that belong to that church

when you were young? If you can recollect.

JA: The Kings, of course; let’s see, let me think. Carrie Evans.

TF: The Rocquemores?

JA: The Rocquemores. You can probably help me with those, some of, some of the - they're still there.
Yeah. And I'm kind of, I've kind of kind of been separated from that, from them for... Coopers, the

Coopers, Reddings. The Reddings was one. Castleberrys.

WM: Castleberrys?

JA: Castleberrys was one.

WM: | interviewed Lisa Castleberry.

JA: Yeah, she was one, she grew up with us. Um, Rocquemores, Castleberrys. There was so, there was, |

just don't remember them all. You know, I've been so gone. I've been so gone. | can’t recall.

WM: When did you, in fact, leave the neighborhood? How old were you at that point?

JA: | left the neighborhood when | was probably, like, I, | started leaving when | was, started school at
Georgia State. And so | was in and out, but that was the beginning of my leaving and I probably finally

separated myself from the community when | was maybe 20, 19 or 20.

WM: So you were born in ‘51, so then around 19717
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JA: About ‘71 is when I, yeah. And, but I would, you know, you go back and forth, you know, you kind
of go back and kind of go back and forth and | would go into the community and do some, some, you
know, community service kind of things and | would go into the community to maybe to attend church,
maybe, you know, because I'm kind of torn between leaving my family church and venturing out on my
own. So it's just, it was off and on. But ultimately, you know, that was the beginning of my break away

from it.

WM: | can't take these questions in order because we jumped around a bit here.

JA: (laughs) That’s okay.

WM: Okay. Mayor Bacon - who | interviewed at that lunch we did, | did four hours of interviewing with
him there - the mayor delivered mail in the neighborhood for several years in the sixties. And he said that
there were several areas in Smyrna - looking at it in a broad way - Smyrna vicinity where African
Americans lived in that period in the sixties and seventies. You mentioned Davenport Rose Garden Hill,
but also an area that extended from Elizabeth Street over to Atlanta Road near the present Jonquil Plaza
called Railroad Alley. And he spoke about a woodsy area out on King Springs Road. He also said that
there was a Black community at the top of Vinings Mountain. Does his description jive with your

recollections?

JA: Yes, absolutely.

WM: Were there other, were there other concentrations of Black families in the general area that you

were aware of?

JA: Elizabeth, I'm trying to picture where Elizabeth is and that, that's on the, on right, kind of adjacent to

the railroad track. Is that right?
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WM: Well, it runs, if you know where Spring Street is on the south side of Atlanta Road, it runs off of

Spring Street.

JA: Ok. Then I don't, I don't know. Oh, wait a minute, | do know - the Hardins. They were Hardins. Ok.
Yeah, they, yeah, | do know. Yeah, there were people there and there were definitely people in Vinings
on the mountain and there was, there was families that was off of King Springs Road. So, yeah, I'm trying
to and | can't think of any others. Rose Garden. And | think the, the main, the main concentration was

Rose Garden/Davenport Town. Well, Davenport Town at that time.

WM: Now, you mentioned alcohol as being both a source of income from the -

JA: I did.

WM: Yeah, in our —

JA: In our pre-talk.

WM: In our conversation.

JA: Oh, in our conversation, okay.

WM: And —

JA: Well, as a source of income, there was a couple of juke joints and I'm sure they served alcohol. They
probably served other things besides alcohol, they probably, you could probably get a nice fish sandwich.

Nice fried bologna sandwich. Maybe some chitlins, and some collard greens. But, you know, it’s just —

WM: Now, where was this?
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JA: The little stores, the little juke joints that they had. They had several juke joints in the, in and around
Davenport Town. So, | don't know if, | don't know if they, | would say predominantly alcohol. It was, that

was their restaurant that was there. Now, | mean, there were some people in there that just -

WM: Speaking of alcohol in the, in the context of, of temperance and the illegality of -

JA: Oh, ok. Oh, well, yeah, there was some, there was some, what do you call the houses? | don't know
what they call them. | can't think of the name that they called, but there was some places that, you know,
their sources was still to sell alcohol because it was a dry county. Hello? Came from somewhere. | don't
wanna spill any beans on anybody, you know, maybe they, maybe it's too late. Maybe they, it's ok now.
But, yeah, there was a couple of alcohol - bootleggers, that's what | call it, bootleg places. There was a

couple. One in particular that | know. | don't know if there was a lot of competition, but -

WM: You mentioned the Cooper family.

JA: Yeah, that was one, that was definitely one. And then the, the, Lollis, she -

WM: Lollis Place?

JA: | wanna say, Wiley and Lollis, Miss Lollis, Pauline Lollis | think, she had a, she had a joint that was

really adjacent to our home right across from, right about the park.

WM: That’s one of the few locations in Davenport Town for which we have photographs, there’s a

photograph.

JA: Yeah, of that little house? That little store?

WM: Harold Smith, in the book that he published a few years ago of the history.

JA: You have a picture of the house? He had a picture of that? Oh, | would love to get that picture. |

would love to get that picture, wow.
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WM: Now, did you ever see any evidence of the Ku Klux Klan in the years that you were growing up?

JA: (shakes head) Did | ever see them? | knew they existed and | knew they were, | knew what they, what
they were. I never had a fear or worry about ‘em. And I, I guess the only pictures | saw were pictures in a
paper or a book or, or, you know, just pictures. | don't think I actually as a child saw any, | mean, | have
since that since, you know, now that I'm grown up and I have seen them. But when | was growing up, |
don't remember any. I know that my mom, my mom told has, you know, she shared with us, and | don't
know if she actually really remember. | think it's just a story that was told me because she was probably
maybe three or four years old at that time. So she probably don't really remember. But the stories that
were told how, how they had to hide, they had to hide, you know, hide away during some kind of riot that
was going on in her day. But | don't know if she said they were, you know, they were dressed in sheets so
much as that they knew who they were, they knew who the people were, that was, you know, coming into
the neighborhood and, you know, just wreaking havoc. So I don't think they needed to wear sheets. They

knew who they were.

WM: The riot in question is probably the 1938 race riot.

JA: Yeah, but | think that is it.

WM: | was told —

JA: But I, I don't remember her saying anything about sheets, any sheets.

WM: So | was told by an elderly woman when | was doing my book which goes back seven or eight years
and she could recollect as a small child, the Klan would march through the Black community and to

demonstrate in their regalia.

JA: Oh, really?

WM: So you've never heard anything?
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JA: | don't remember ever seeing that.

WM: And also Pete Wood who was a member of the City council and prominent figure in the town, the
book that he did called The Paper Boy. He said that - well, there was someone in there he interviewed
who said that as a child, the Klan would regularly gather on a street just north of what's now downtown

Smyrna. And they, they, they would march through the Black community from that point.

JA: I never, | never seen anybody march through a community when | was growing up. | just never, |

never —

WM: What, was the Davenport/Rose Garden Hill community involved to any extent in the civil rights

movement? Do you remember any meetings, any, anything else?

JA: No. Other than being aware of it and other than supporting it, you know, from a distance, my family
personally. No, but we were very much aware of it. We were very much supportive of it but as for, you
know, during that time, | don't think so. We weren't, we weren't, that wasn't something that we were
allowed to do, I guess maybe. We prayed for them, | guess. And I, and I, I'm only, I can only speak for,
for my family because my, my family were, they were very particular about the causes that we were
allowed to participate in, actively to participate in, physically, participate in, to be aware of what's going
on. It was an absolute must that we needed to know, but as far as, you know, you know, get your, you

know, paint your sign and go join the march. That's not something that we would have been allowed to do

anyway.

WM: Now, why is that, do you think?

JA: Pick your battles, is what my grandma always said to me, pick your battles, pick your battles and
when you pick them, you know, you know, you have know the, know the weapons that you're using. You
know, you use the weapon that, that is your weapon. And I, because | remember the story, she would tell

the story about David to us all the time that just because somebody tell you that this is how you fight a
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battle. That's not how if it doesn't fit you, who you are, then there's another, there's another weapon you
can use. That's why she always promoted education and awareness, education and awareness. That's the,
that was our weapons of battle. It wasn't picking up a sign or guns or bats or nothing like that. We were to
use our heads to fight and that's what, that's, we were not allowed to go away, stray away from that. | can
only speak for my family. I can only speak for that King umbrella. But | don't know how any other

parents raised their Kids.

WM: Well, um —

JA: That, that might be a, a conversation or an interview from somebody else. But we were not, that

wasn't, that wasn't the way we were taught to battle but we supported them.

WM: Oh, you mentioned the race riot. Is there anything that had, | mean, I, | realize this is long before
you were born. But | mean through word of mouth through, you know, stories - in the 1938 Smyrna race
riot, blacks were beaten and the newly built Cobb County funded African American school, really the first

one to be built in the neighborhood in Smyrna —

JA: Rose Garden. But what year was that?

WM: This is before Rose Garden, 1938 it was a —

JA: Oh yeah, the one that was right down the street from, right down it was in the Davenport Town, yeah-

WM: It was burned by the rioters —

JA: Oh, wait a minute, you mean the - was that a true school? That was the one that was on Hawthorne?

WM: Well, it was replaced. So you may be thinking of the building -

JA: The one that they replaced it, and they replaced it in the neighborhood.
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WM: Yeah.

JA: That, that was, that was adjacent to the cemetery.

WM: It was, you’re right, and I believe that -

JA: Actually it was a church too, it was a combination church and school is what it was. It was the old
Mount Zion Baptist church is what it was at one time and they helped, they did school there maybe on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. And then they had church on Sunday. But it was
burned, I understand, during that racial riot. And after that, it - they moved into the neighborhood, which
was kind of, you know, when I, when I think back about it, when I look at the history of it, I think it's kind

of odd because it, they, they built the church right across the street from the juke joint.

WM: Well, yeah —

JA: The new church, they built the new church right across the street from the juke joint.

WM: That wasn't a voluntary move.

JA: No, it was not a voluntary move.

WM: And it was part of this whole segregation, separation of races.

JA: Oh, no, I'm, I'm, I'm not saying that it was, it was - it was, it was, we sat down and had a community
meeting and decided that no, it was as a result of the riot, the church was, was taken into the community
and it was never ever to be outside the community again, | guess. But | don't know, | guess they had to

leave the cemetery though. They couldn’t move that one.

WM: Well, the city is committed to doing some sort of restoration. I think you were involved in it?

JA: A long, long time ago, long, long time ago.
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WM: And they've committed to do it, but getting them to do anything is proving to be rather difficult.

Things move very slowly in Smyrna unless the establishment wants it done.

JA: And that's always been the case.

WM: Yes. My own personal opinion is that, you know, this is not a very democratic community with a

small d.

JA: It is definitely not with a small d.

WM: But there's a hierarchy, you know, that they make the decisions. JA: And, and for me, the beauty of
my, of my grandmother is that she was able to negotiate with that hierarchy to get the things that she
wanted for her community in that day and time because the hierarchy was there. It was, it was established
during that time. | remember, | remember her getting up when she's getting ready to take care of business
on Monday, she'd get up, she'd get herself dressed. She put on her brassiere, | always have to laugh about
that because she, she would get herself dressed up and she put her little hat on and get her purse on her
arm when she was going to the bank and she came back a satisfied woman. So whatever it is, what she

went to get, she came back happy. So she had to deal with this.

WM: And what bank was this?

JA: Bank of Smyrna.

WM: Really?

JA: Mr. Holliday. I'm never gonna forget that name. | think that was a cute little name for a banker
myself. But Mr Holliday, in fact, my mom ended up working for Mr. and Mrs. Holliday probably up until

the day she died.

TF: And I saw her, I learned from my mom, she got her first car loan and then...
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JA: Yes, yes. Thanks to my grandmother. | don't know what the other neighborhood, neighbors were

doing but we were, you know -

WM: This must have been the bank, the Second Bank of Smyrna —

JA: I’'m not sure, I don't know, I don't know what, what the bank-

WM: The First bank. 1911. | don't think that -

JA: Well, she got, but she got some property and —

WM: After World War 11.

JA: She was, she was paying somebody for those, those three, let’s see - one, two, three, and her home -
four, she had four properties. So she was paying somebody walking to, walking uptown to pay somebody
on once a month for those properties. Who it was? | didn't go with her. So, you know, she left chores for
us to do it while she was gone. But she paid somebody for them and they, you know, they didn't - |

guarantee you, they didn't give them to her.

WM: Now, let's see if you agree with, with, with this or there's anything in your, you know, store of
knowledge that uh would help to confirm this. But the research that I've done recently has led me to the
conclusion that Davenport Town developed at a fairly late date, beginning probably in the 1920s. My first
impression when | did my book was that Davenport Town went back a lot further than that. And that was
based on the fact that the church, the Mount Zion church claims that it goes back to 1877. But from
looking at census data and so forth, you know, I concluded that the population was quite small prior to the
1950s. And then the Rose Garden Hill community began to emerge. The 1940 population of Davenport
Town consisted, as I said, of only 13 households with a population of only 72 people. These households
bore the names King, Bedford, Wiley, Reed, Moss, Wallington, Sellers, Barry, Izard, Davenport, Burton,

Bates, and Shaw.
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JA: Now you get the - you remind me of some of the King - the church membership too, Mosses were

one. Yeah. Yeah, those are some of the names.

WM: It came into existence. | believe as part of a systematic effort to push Blacks beyond the boundaries
of the city. Smyrna’s politicians would later boast that there were no Blacks living in the city as an
inducement for attracting whites to settle in Smyrna. Most notably J.M. Gibson who held the mayoral
three times in the decade of the 1950s. There was a denial to the Blacks of Smyrna. Ok, there was a denial
or a refusal on the part of the city of a petition to build a church on Elizabeth Street. And in 1927 there
was a Smyrna ordinance stipulating that no Black person could live closer than 200 yards from a white
person in Smyrna. The 1938 Smyrna race riot in which homes occupied by Blacks were attacked and

damaged by rampaging mob.

JA: What what year was that?

WM: 1938.

JA: Ok, that ‘38 riot.

WM: Of more than 500 whites including some of the future leaders in the town, for example, Paul
Hensley and J. M. Boot Gibson among others, the future mayor was a rioter, was one of the rioters. The
creation of an actual color line requiring the removal of Mount Zion Church from its original location on
Hawthorne Avenue to what is now Davenport Town, these were all conditions that were laid down in that
period, you know, following or in which the race riot occurred. So, you know, all of that leads me to the
conclusion that Davenport Town as a community really had not existed prior to the 1920s. Now, in the
case of your own, of the King family, my research shows that they didn't move into the neighborhood

until the 1930s and they came from outside.

JA: That's true. Very true.
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WM: So, um —

JA: | think they were among the first to, to settle in Davenport Town, but they were not the first, | think
they were, there was probably the Bates there. The Davenports were probably there, maybe even the
Mosses, maybe there was probably a couple of others. They were, they were not the first by any means.
They were some of the earlier ones because they were able to, she was able to buy the, buy the property
that was either available. It had to be available, you know. So, | don't know. | don't know if she, I don't
think that she bought it from a neighbor. I think she bought it from them. She and my grandfather, |
should say my grandfather too. She wasn't by herself, by the way, she was, she was, well, she was married
to my, to Paul King. He was, he was pretty, he was, he was a farmer, farmer, share cropper. He, he farmed
some of the property adjacent, up, and up Hawthorne, in the back of, of, uh, going down Roswell Street,
some of the property over where the base is. They're part of the military, government property now.

Always used to be - the reserve. He would farm back in there and up Hawthorne in, in that area.

WM: And was he a tenant farmer?

JA: | think he was a tenant farmer, because he didn't own the property. He did not own that that property,
but he would farm it. He would take his mule and wagon over and farm and his plow and then the wagon
to, you know, picking the, picking the watermelon or cantaloupes or whatever he grew, I think he was

mostly watermelon and cantaloupe. But yeah, he was, he was a tenant farmer.

WM: So moving on to the, on that period you indicated in our earlier conversation that there was some
degree of opposition to the absorption of Davenport Town, of Rose Garden Hill, into the city in the early

1980s. What was the basis of that?

JA: But you know what, I, | really believe it was, it was, it was suspicion, you know, either you want us
or you don't want us, you know, and now, you know, something must be happening because now they

want us. So we're not gonna, you know, we're not gonna, we, we gotta keep our, we don't wanna go into
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the county, we don't wanna go to the city rather. We're gonna stay where we gotta stay where we are. And
I think it was because they under, they knew the history. It was, it was to me, | mean, | can understand it.
I really can understand them. Well, being suspicious, I can understand them being suspicious and wanting
to hold out and they did, you know, some of them did hold out. | mean, | think my family initially held
out. Several of the families right in the Davenport Town held out and they were not gonna, there was like
one house was the city and the house next door was in the county and, and they, they didn't force it, they
didn't make them until later, you know, then they incorporated it. But, you know, they gave ‘em the

option, which was kind of big of ‘em.

WM: My understanding is that it happened in two, there were two steps, the first step, the larger part of
the community was annexed during, not Max Bacon's administration, but his father's administration and

then later there was an area that the city had not absorbed.

WM: Um, substandard and a problem area that the city in the end only absorbed as a way of controlling

the activities that were going on, their way of cracking down on something.

JA: Absolutely. Pretty much.

WM: It's called The Hole, that —

JA: Pretty much, yeah.

WM: But, you know, the, the, prior to the absorption of Davenport Town/Rose Garden Hill into the
community, the community had no corporate independence at all. | mean, there was no, there was no

government, there was no nothing. I mean, it had no -

JA: The only thing they did, they, they had, they had the community, the government of the community,
but it wasn't really an organized, it wasn't organized to this extent of planning something or being

prepared for stuff, you know, they just, they just had to react, because they were busy living their lives
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and, and, you know, living with, you know, living with the, the, the folk that were getting ready to, you
know, getting ready to do what they were gonna get ready to do. Like, I, I would say that my grandmother
was, um, kind of savvy, savvy in a way because, you know, while she was taking clothes back and forth
to the white folk, after she'd washed ‘em and picked ‘em up and washing them. Yeah, she could hear a
few, you know, some conversations going on or she's in there cooking dinner and they’re getting ready
for a big meal and she could, she understood, she had smarts enough to know what was, what was being
said and she could bring it back to the community when she could and sometimes they, they reacted to it

and sometimes they realized, they figured that ain't much we can do about it, you know.

WM: Well, how did she communicate that information to other people - | mean, were there meetings?

JA: They had their meetings, you know, you know, after that, after everything was said and done amen
and, you know, collected offering and go on everybody and to take those children all home and could go
to bed and, you know, guys and those, those people that needed to know they would stay out back, you
know, back a little bit chat with each other before going home to work it out, work it out. But being
organized with some strategies and things like that. No, it was just being aware and that's what she did.
She brought information to them. She was a woman so she knows how much she could do and she would
provide it and, and they did what they did with them. Sometimes they would believe it because honestly, |
think | think sometimes they were suspicious of her because she could get all this done. And, you know,
are you sure that's what you heard or you, they told you to come back and say this? So they were
somewhat suspicious of my grandmother. They kind of gave her some, some hard times here and there.
She wasn't, it wasn't a, it wasn't always an easy sale when she would come back to try to be supportive of
the community. They were suspicious, suspicious her, she was a medicine woman. She was came, she
was not a part of that original status and, and then she come in and she could, you know, you know, rub
elbows with them and, and, you know, end up with four or five properties and her kids can, you know, get
hand me downs that, you know, that look like they came from, you know, Mr, Mr Bacon’s kids’ closet

and things like that. So they was suspicious of her. And a lot of different ways, she was sometimes she
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was received and sometimes she wasn’t, and she could only do what she could do and that was tell what

she knew.

WM: Tom McNeal was pretty active, from what | read in newspaper accounts in trying to get the

community organized.

JA: (Nods) He really truly wanted. And so he was very, he was, he was, he was the civil rights. I, | always
thought that he was a civil rights plant into the community to, to, and | guess he really wasn't a plant. But
I think that he, he brought that spirit of, of civil, you know, who, you know, you, you, you're part of the,
you are a community and you're part of this community and get yourself in a position so that you could
present yourself as a community. And then this is what you ask for, this is how you ask for it. So | think
he brought that in through education and organization because they, they formed a men's organization
through, you know, after he, you know, through him - real serious organized men once he got there. So,
you know, he was kind of the backbone and he kind of started him on uh putting together some strategy is

what | said, he kind of put on, put together some strategy.

WM: Ironically, he, he was working with James “Hoot” Gibson. One of the men was involved in that race

riot in 1938 when he became mayor.

JA: He was, but he was doing, |, | think that, that the community sometimes was suspicious but they were
suspicious of my grandmother for the same reason just because he was, he realized you gotta go into
Goliath's camp, you know how to do, you know how to talk. He, if he come to you, he going to be coming
with the army. So you go and you sit down and you talk to Goliath. Well, that's the approach that he and
my grandmother, they were very similar in the, in the way that they were able to talk to the powers to be
that, that hierarchy and get some stuff and it, and it often looked like they were traitors or they were, you
know, what do you call them? You know, whatever they call them, they call them all kind of names back
in those days. But they appeared to be there. But they really were not, they were not selling out the

community. They were trying to really sell the community, the concept that we are a community and we
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can be a part of this. That's really what they were trying to do. But it, what they wasn't always seen in that
light because you have to give and take, you know, and they, we knew what they wanted from us. We
knew that and we knew that we don't want to give, we don't wanna give nothing up. The bottom line is
you gotta give something, you know, you gotta give something up. So maybe they didn't, maybe he didn't
go about it, you know, like let's sit down and vote about it, you know, that kind of way. But he just, you
know, out of the heart and the, the smarts and the education and, and the understanding that he had, |
think that he did the best that he could with what he had. Just like my mother, just like my grandmother,
she used what she had, she used the fact that she was a medicine woman and that the white people would
probably need some of her medicine or that some of her know how, her vulnerability, her skills. She knew
that she, and she offered that, that's all she had. She didn't have anything else to give them. Um and they
needed it because they had babies that need to be born and sick folk with crazy diseases and doctors
weren't always available. And there she was, this medicine woman that maybe could put together some
salve to bring home to those kids and rub against, you know, or whatever or take the kids to her and

whatever - they did that.

WM: This, this comes to a question that | raised with you to about, you know what medical resources the

community had when someone gets sick. Were, were there any, were there any doctors?

JA: There were the, there were medicine women like my grandmother, there were medicine women like

my grandmother.

WM: Because the first hospital for Blacks was not established, it was established in Marietta. | think it

was in the 1960s.

JA: Now a baby is born. | tell you that and, and, and, and really, I, I don't know this for a fact. | just heard
rumors - people died too and there's no documentation of them of existing because they got buried in the

backyard, you know.
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WM: Well, I'm doing research on the Pace family for a presentation.

JA: Pace?

WM: For a presentation in —

JA: They’re the car people? They have dealerships?

WM: | think you, maybe you're thinking Pruitt.

JA: OK.

WM: Lorena Pace Pruitt's husband was a car dealer. In, in any event, her father was the town physician,

Dr. William Pace -

JA: Oh, okay.

WM: And he was given a certificate of appreciation by the city of Smyrna following the Spanish
influenza epidemic that he'd done such a good job of, you know, tending to the needs. You know, a lot of

people died from that influenza epidemic.

JA: What year? What, what time frame was that?

WM: That was 1918, just after World War I. And, you know, | wonder whether he was pro provide any
service to the Black population because I'm sure that there were Blacks who contracted that disease it,

you know, didn't discriminate among the races. But | found no evidence to that —

JA: 1, I'm not, I, | would have to go back and in fact, I think I will talk to one of my cousins. I will, | want
to find out - she wasn't in Smyrna at that time. She wasn't in, well, Davenport Town in the 1918's | know.
She was, she didn't come until the thirties, they didn't come over until the thirties. I'm not, they were in

Davenport. They may have been in Smyrna somewhere, but not Davenport. | know that they were friends
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to the people that lived in, on the King Springs Road area. They were very good friends with them. And |
know that some of those, some of their family moved into the neighborhood, into Davenport Town from,
from King Springs in that little wooded property area back there. And it may have been, they, they may
have my, my grandparents may have been there too because I think I barely remember my mom talking

about living in that area over back in there. | vaguely remember it.

WM: Now, where was that area exactly?

JA: It was, it was ok. You know where the swimming pool? It's a, it's a, it's a subdivision there. It's a
subdivision but it, it was, it was a pool. | mean, the way the swimming pool is, it was on, it was just west
of there. It just, it goes north, | mean, east and west, or do they consider it north and south. It goes east
and west. So it, it was just a little bit west of that. The pool, it was kind of kind of back in like the pool
from, it goes back from the, you know, that, you know, the way that strip strip shopping center is, it’s on

South Cobb - the back of there, probably back to the pool somewhere in that little area.

WM: That's where the King Springs Baptist Church is in there.

JA: | think so. | think so. Yeah, but that, I, | believe that | remember my mom saying that they lived up in
that area. Now, where they came from before that I'm gonna, like, | have to research a little bit with my, I,
I'm, I'm kind of, you kind of got me piqued a little bit, I'm gonna, you know, my mom's the last living of
the ten kids and | wanna, | wanna pick my cousin’s, my, my cousin's brain before she goes, so maybe |
can - It's kind of hard talking to my mom because she's like, has Alzheimer's. But let's see what | can find

out about, you know, when they, when they move to and from.

WM: Let's talk a little about your involvement in politics. You, you ran for the city council in Smyrna in

2003.

JA: Did I run just once or twice? Once | guess for sure. Ok.
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WM: What prompted you to run?

JA: Because nobody did. Nobody ran, nobody ran for office and it needed to be done.

WM: Well, you are also concerned, | would think about giving representation to that. But you weren't

living in that area at the time.

JA: I was living there, yeah.

WM: Were you? In 20007

JA: 1 was living there at the time that I, | ran for office. | had, you have to live in the, in the, in the area.

WM: Well, in Smyrna - were you living in the, Davenport Town?

JA: I was living in the home house | think at the time.

WM: What were the issues that you raised at the time?

JA: At the time? Representation, you know, repped - representation. If you've lived here since the late,

early thirties, late twenties and you haven't got a seat at the table yet, that was that.

WM: You know, Tom McNeal ran, a couple of times.

JA: Yeah, but you haven't got a seat at the table yet. Running and getting a seat at the table is two
different things. So keep running until you get a seat. That's all | was saying. You know, you can't let all
this time go by without keeping your face and keeping your voice and keeping your desires and your
intentions out there. So I, I thought, you know, if I do it, whether I win or not, no. And I, I, I was hoping
I’d win, but - | would have, had they not slipped a whammy on me. But, they, you do it until you get a
seat. That's the point, you get a seat, you know, and I just wanted to put it back out there because | wasn't

the first one to run. But it was just so it was like they, they lost and they gave up. Get back in there. Go

Jean Aaron Smyrna, GA 36



run again. You know, Eddie had, he was, he ran. Have you talked to him? Yeah, he ran, | think he ran a

couple of times maybe.

WM: This is prior to your run?

JA: Yeah, he ran before | did. But there was so much time between that - he, he ran, he lost and he just

gave it up.

WM: He's still around?

JA: He, his family lives in the area. I'm sure.

WM: What was the name?

JA: Eddie Head.

WM: H-E-A-D?

JA: H-E-A-D, mhm. | think he'd be a great person to talk to because he ran a very interesting campaign.
But, you know, we live, we live and learn and | mean, | use his examples in order to, you know, do mine.

But, yeah.

WM: How did you do in that election?

JA: | think | got 38% of the vote. | would have gotten more but they redrew the boundaries on me. Shame

on them. They cheated. They cheated.

WM: | heard, | heard that you and another candidate sued the city?

JA: Yeah, we did. WM: And, what was the suit?
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JA: My suit was, | sued the city, I sued the city as an employee, an ex-employee because they made me
leave my job in order to run which was not, there was no reason for them to make me leave my job. So |
sued them for back pay, and he did too, because he, he was also an employee. So that, that was the basis
of our suit was we were forced to leave our jobs in order to run for office and there was nothing on the
book. They put something on the book, | think after the fact, but there was no law on the book that said

that we had to do that.

WM: And what capacity were you working for the city?

JA: I was, | was working for the police department. | was admitting, | was the admin to one of the
captains of the police department and he was - animal, he was in Animal Control. So we kind of worked
together because | was in communications, which dispatch, you know, the dispatchers and emergency
calls. I was reporting to the captain and of course, we had to dispatch them as well. So | knew him from
that. So he, he and | encouraged each other to run. | mean, because he was a character, you know, he
really, truly was a character. And, it was a funny thing. They said everybody that you don't do not need to
get associated with him. | said, well, he's running, he's a, he's a, he's candidate like me, you know, and

he's running on his ward, and I'm running on mine.

WM: Is the same fellow who is running for mayor?

JA: I don't know if he’s running. I, I, I am so out of the political loop. I have no idea what they're doing

anymore.

WM: Because | think -

JA: But he ran a few times. Very colorful guy.

WM: Yeah, he was the source of -
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JA: Difficult, you know he’s difficult. But, you know, he didn't win, he did not win. They settled with me
but he didn't win. And the reason, and really the reason that he didn't win was because my case was based
on color. I based it on race and, and the fact that | was a woman and he didn't have that card to play, you
know, you play the cards, you got, you know, you play the cards you're dealt. But, and actually 1, 1, he, |
don't know if anybody knows this but he - had it not been for him. I probably would not have because he
paid all the expense. All the expenses for both our cases. He paid the attorney. I'll be forever indebted to
him. Gave him a few dollars but not nowhere near what he paid. Yeah. What was it? His name was Alex.

Alex. Alex Backry.

WM: He’s actually, is a neighbor of mine.

JA: Is he, is he still living over there?

WM: He is, yeah.

JA: Does he still have squirrels? Tell me if he still got squirrels, does he still have squirrels? You're not

gonna tell me if he's got squirrels or not?

WM: Did you have, as a candidate, strong support from, from within the African American community?

JA: Some, some are not strong enough, but some, some support. That - I, I, | had disappointing support. It
was, it was just odd. It was, to me it was, | couldn't understand why I didn't get full support, but I didn't, |
couldn't understand it at all. It was kind of, it was very disappointing. It was very heartbreaking. And |
think that that's when I lost - I lost my grandmother's zest, zeal, and love for the community at that point
because | was already a little bit bitter because | saw how they treated her. And then after | received such

minimal support, I just said bye, | just gave up and I just left at that point.

WM: It can be a very disillusioning experience.
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JA: Yeah, because they were, they were so terribly hard on her and all she wanted to do was, you know,
have a good community, you know, show them that they are much more than they think they are and they
think they can be. She, that was her thing. And even when | would ask her, why are you doing that? | was,
look how they talk about, you, look at how they treat you and why are you doing that? And all she would
say to me, you just gotta love them. You just gotta love the hell out of them. They just, you know, you
just got, they don't know nobody about it. You just gotta love them. I'm like, oh well, they're just like
mean to you when they say nasty things and as a child that was kind of hard. So, but then after I think

after | ran and —

JA: She was dead and gone by then. But I still, I still pointed out to her that the bank changed. But that's

me. I'm over it now though.

WM: Looking to see if there's anything left of significance down here.

TF: May | ask a question? So what did you feel was the big resistance that you felt when you were

running within the community?

JA: | don't know, I, 1, I don't know if it was anything more than, than, I, I, | would get comments like you
just gotta know your place and why are you stirring up a hornet’s nest? And why don't you just chill out
and kick back and, and see if you can get one of those, you know, somebody in the white community to

support you? That's what, that's basically that.

TF: And so it was mostly the older generation. Was it like, was it your peers that like, did you find a lot of

support with your peers? But it was like the older generation was like, “Shhh, quiet.”

JA: It was, it was mixed, it wasn't any specific group, it was mixed. It was very, very much mixed and
some of it | kind of thought, like, like growing up, growing up when | was younger, | always thought it
was just jealousy. It was like, it was just how are you getting to do this? You know, when you know,

when people call you witches and you, they, you know, they slander you and, and just make stuff up that
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it really doesn't make, it doesn't even make sense. You wonder why they do that. So she always said it
was fear. She said people fear what they don't understand. And | guess, you know, who taught you how to
be a medicine person, you know, you must be a witch and who taught you how to do that, who taught you
how to, how to know what plants to put together to do this and that, you know, you must be a witch. You
know, you look like a witch because she looked like a man. You know, they would say nasty, hateful
things about her and all the time she was putting this stuff together for you, for your kids, for your
husbands, for you who's getting ready to have a baby and, you know, and, and the baby's breached, you
know, she was helping you and then, you know, they, they just didn't appreciate her that her sacrifices
that she made. | think that her children did, her family did. And I think that's why most of her family left
because like me, | mean, | laugh because why stay. And because, | mean, she, she really did work on me.
She really did try to help me understand that they were children of God, they belonged to God just like we
did. And just because they didn't understand it, we knew it and we had to understand for them and she
would say things like you just gotta love the hell out of them or hush child. I, I don't care what they gotta

say. | still gotta do this, you know. So yeah.

TF: Yeah, because | kind of noticed just, you know, helping build with this is like there's like this
resistance and kind of like the comment you said about, you know, you stirring the hornets’ nest and you

know like what is it? Let lying dogs lie.

JA: And that | heard that, let lying dogs lie and, and it wasn't and it was some family members that would
say the same. It wasn't just outsiders. They were family members that would say Jean, you're just too
passionate about that. Hello? Passion is fuel that gives you, gets you going. Passion is not something that
you're supposed to put under a bushel bag or basket. Like you know my grandmother saying you don't put
a light under a bushel basket, you let the light shine. So you know, | think I'm not gonna be under a bushel
basket so | can't stay here. | can't stay here because my shine is gonna shine. It's gonna burn that fricking

bullishit basket to bits. So I gotta go, | don't want to burn your house down. So | take my passion and | go.
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TF: Ok, I'm just curious.

WM: Well, | think that, the fact that we finally elected an African American to the city council is a

positive.

JA: Absolutely.

WM: We have two Black candidates running for mayor. Which is incredible. 1, | don't think that's ever

happened before.

JA: Never! And it took, it just took just continuous chipping at it. Chip, just chip at it, chip at it. You don't
have to, | mean, she didn't take, she didn't take, she didn't go to Atlanta and got, get the all the powers to
be to come to her little town to help her blow up the whole place and start up. She did it just by going and
talking to you humbly and trying to see if | could just get just a little bit of something from your table.
You know, she wasn't, you know, she wasn't asking for the, the world and she was just asking for a little
bit and she taught us well, me, | understood that. | understood the concept of a little bit of but consistent.
You don't let ten years go by and you don't keep your face out there. You don't let that division happen.
Every single race. Somebody should be running, whether they win or not, fine. That's what she said, run,
she says run the race, whether you win or not and keep running, don't stop, keep running. So I, | saw that
but I just kind of like, you know, these people don't like, these people do not like you anyway, grandma.
So I'm just, you know, I'm out of here. Yeah, they gotta make, they gotta make me, like she says, don't let,
don't let nobody do nothing and let make you lose your soul and go to hell. So | said, if I stick around

here, I'm gonna have a home in hell. So I'm getting out of here.

WM: Where do you live at?

JA: | live in Marietta, | live in Marietta, but | left, | left here. | went to, I lived in, in Arizona, lived in
Arizona for about eleven years, spent some time out there. But | left there. | went into, | left, moved there,

moved into Fulton County. But then Clayton County a little bit, but I'm, I'm back in Cobb now. I'm up in
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Marietta. And if somebody asked me one more time to run for office, I'm gonna punch their life because

I'm not running for office.

WM: Are you at all active?

JA: 1 am not active in politics at all. | do, I do a lot of life coaching. I do a lot of personal development,
helping people personal with personal development, developing plans. And I, | try to make the politicians
those little guys and send them out. They have them, encourage them to realize that they are more than

what they think they are. | do, | do a lot of life coaching.

WM: Well, I think we've covered all the bases at this point, unless there’s something that you like to -

JA: No, I'm excited about this. I'm excited about this project. I, I'm, uh, | found a little, um, a little play.
My daughter likes to act. She likes performing. My middle daughter and I, I wanna, | wanna give her that
play because it kind of reminds me of my grandmother. I, | wanted to write it. I, | wanted to write some,
write a kind of a play for my grandmother that | started one but I, | got too many things going and | can't
really finish it. But | found this, this story, play, but I can't remember who it was by. So he's a well known
African American playwright. But he, | wanted like, | was gonna see if my daughter would, you know,
take it and make it her own and maybe present it as part of the Black history projects of some future or do
something with it. So I hope | can do that. | really hope I can do that because a story needs to be told
about, you know, not just my grandmother, there was a group of women, there was a group of women that
worked together, prayed together, you know, to make, you know, to, you know, to really just stand behind
and see that things happen, you know, just pray about it, just pray, you know, give it to the Lord is what
their, their motto was. And if you can't do it yourself, then you know somebody who can and we'll give it
to him. So | would, I would like to represent those women in some way, you know, as part of a Black

history project in the future. And that's it.

WM: Well, keep us advised about it. Maybe it's something we could do here.
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JA: Okay, I will. I’ll do that. I definitely will do that. I definitely will. Thanks for the opportunity to talk
to. But I hope, | hope | shared a little bit of information. But I, as | was thinking about the questions when
I was going on in the past, | realized that | could only speak from my perspective and that was from my
family's perspective. And honestly, | don't know what everybody else's family was teaching their

children. I could only say what we were taught.

WM: Thank you very much.

JA: Thank you.
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