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WM: I'm mechanically challenged. 

SC: Me too. 

TF: You’re on. 

WM: All right. OK. This is Bill Marchione speaking. The date is December the 6th, 2019. And the 

following is an interview with Sandra Bryan Crowe, a longtime resident of the Belmont Hill section of 

Smyrna. And this interview is being conducted as part of the Smyrna Public Library’s  Oral History 

Project. I'm being assisted this morning by Todd Ford, who's a member of the Smyrna Historical Society’s 

Research Committee. Now as a student of immigration history, I always like to begin an interview with 

questions about the interviewee’s ancestry. Also, since you noted on the biographical information form 

that you've been doing genealogical research, this seems an especially appropriate way to begin. What can 

you tell us about the ancestry and the ethnic background of the Bryan family? 

SC: They originally came from Blue Ridge and Ellijay, up that area. I'm sure they came from another 

country first. But the records that I have showed them from Blue Ridge and Ellijay. At that time, they 

wrote their name Bryant with a T on the end. And then when they moved over to Cobb and Paulding 

County they dropped the T, I have no idea why I just, it, people just didn't - the shorter the better. 

WM: You get a lot of that.  

SC: Yeah. Well, like my name, Crowe. It originally was C R, my married name, C R O W and then one of 

my husband's great aunts thought it would be fancier. She put e on it. So, of course, we've all had the E 

added for years. So it's legal by now. They were hard core Baptist.  

WM: Do you have any idea when the first member of your family immigrated to America?  
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SC: No, I don't. I have some on my mother's, my grandmother's side, I know that they came over from 

Ireland. But that was the first ones on, you know, that I have, I don't have any records of  when the Bryans 

came.  

WM: So, no idea what prompted them to.  

SC: No. 

WM: That's always an interesting look at European history. Calculate what forces propelled people to 

move. That was a tremendous undertaking.  

SC: It would have been. Oh, goodness. Can you imagine just giving up your home and your, just to cross 

the ocean to be with strangers?  

WM: Do you know who the first members of your family were who settled in the Georgia area?  

SC: Yes, there was, up in Blue Ridge, there was George Washington Bryan and his wife Easter  lived 

there and he owned a grist mill where people could come and, and they would grind their corn and make 

corn meal and all that. And he didn't even have to be present. They would just leave the money for their, 

they were very honest and open.  

WM: And was it a water powered mill?  

SC: I'm not sure if I ever saw it, probably was not there.  

WM: Well, that's, again, was a common occupation, especially in North Georgia. What were your parents' 

names? 

SC: Everett Washington Bryan and Zula May Thompson. And my dad went by Everett and Mama went 

by Zula May.  
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WM: And where did they grow up?  

SC: Mostly up in Cherokee County, in that area. Some later in Cobb, but they, they lived, they were 

neighbors up in Cherokee, like Woodstock, in that area up there. That's how they met was at a baseball 

game. And, the lady who, you know, you've seen on the highway, on the interstate, the Wade Green. Well, 

Wade Green's daughter, Henrietta, kind of had a little crush on my dad and she was, they were playing 

softball in a pasture, of course, and she said, get one for, hit it for me. And he said, all I want to know is 

who is that lady over there? And it was my mom. And so… 

WM: Who was the first member of your family to reside here in the Smyrna area? 

SC: Probably us and, and my mother and father and my aunt and uncle, George and Pauline Loughton. 

They lived on Davis Road and, but they were one of the people that lived in the Belmont house. Another 

aunt and uncle, Ralph and Georgie Padgett, they also lived in the Belmont house after Mr Jeff Garner had 

taken it over and turned it into apartment buildings. And he also turned a lot of other little buildings into 

apartment buildings, which was one of them was up, up the same road there on Davis Road was a barn 

and he had made that into a two, a two family thing. And when I was five months old, my family moved 

into that little apartment made from a barn. So yes, I can leave the door open because I was raised in a 

barn. (laughs) 

WM: That would have been about 1950? 

SC: 1945. 

WM: ‘45. You were born in ‘45.  

SC: Remember I was about five months. 

WM: Oh, I see. I thought you said five. You were born in, in 1945 which was, that was at the end of 

World War II.  
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SC: Right. 

WM: Was your family living in Smyrna at the time of your, of your birth? 

SC: They lived in Acworth.  

WM: In Acworth? Did job opportunities at the Bell Bomber Plant or the Lockheed Plants play any role in 

drawing them to the area? 

SC: No. My dad and my uncle, they worked in the cotton mills. They were, my dad was a carpenter and 

he did a lot of work at Southern mills, which was in Atlanta and they used to catch the bus there at, across 

from Belmont Hills, which wasn't there at that time. But they caught a bus and rode down to Atlanta. 

WM: And that was after the street cars had been discontinued? 

SC: Yes. 

WM: You've already told us your father's occupation was, did you say carpenter? 

SC: Carpenter, yes. 

WM: How much schooling and/or professional training did he do?  

SC: He was, he only went to like about the fourth grade and he was, he just was self taught. He just loved 

working with wood. He built all kind of stuff for all of us. I have a chest of drawers that's in my room 

right now. And, that my dad built back when I was probably eight or nine years old. But it's still strong 

and sturdy.  

WM: Did your mother work outside the house?  

SC: She did for a short period of time because my dad was, he was a diabetic before my brother or I, 

either one were born and they didn't know much about diabetes back then. He would have a lot of, I don't 



Sandra Crowe Smyrna, GA 6 

know what they call it, like sugar drop and he would go into a coma a lot. And so my mother did not. But 

finally when I was about twelve, she went to work for Hole Proof Hosiery up in Marietta and she worked 

there for a short time. But then dad's health got so bad she had to quit to stay home with him.  

WM: What was the name again? Hope Worth? 

SC: Hole Proof, Hole Proof. They made hosiery. 

WM: I see. Okay. 

SC: Socks and hose.  

WM: Well, it's important to get the spelling of some of these names if we transcribe the, any portion of 

the interview that is an important consideration. Also, we might look for a picture of that.  

SC: Of the Hole Proof? Oh, that’s something. 

WM: That would be interesting. How much schooling did you have? Your mother?  

SC: My mother went through the eighth grade, but she was kind of, she was, had good penmanship and 

she was really good. Both of them were really good with numbers and they didn't pass that on to me. I do 

balance my checkbook, but… (laughs) 

WM: So, did you have any siblings?  

SC: I had one brother. Yes, he was three years older than me. His name was Marvin.  

WM: Is he still…? 

SC: No, he passed away in 2006. He had lung cancer and most of my family have died of cancer.  

WM: Do you attribute that to work conditions or the environment or?  
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SC: No, because they were all in different occupations. My grandparents both had it and they were, you 

know, farmers and so, no, I don't think so. 

WM: It may have been genetic?  

SC: Yeah, it probably was. 

WM: You resided as a child at the corner of Hillside and Park Drive just off of Dixie Avenue.  

SC: Right. 

WM: You indicated that your dad built some of the houses in the neighborhood? 

SC: Yes. Like I said, we lived in the apartment barn and then he built a four story house just right in the 

corner there, off of where Park Drive comes down from Hillside. Oh, no, Hillside was on this side. Park, 

it's Park Drive and then it runs into Hillside. So dad built the one right in the corner there. It was a little 

four room house. And, I can remember, I was probably about four when they brought the bathroom inside 

and that was an exciting thing. They put it on the back porch. You know, we had an indoor toilet, you 

know, so perhaps, but then in the meantime, he was building just right next door, a bigger house, a two 

story house and we moved there and I was just about six and that's where we lived there until, well, until 

I, probably in ‘63 or ‘64 when I moved to Marietta with my husband.  

WM: Do these buildings still stand?  

SC: No, they don't. They, there's a big church that goes all the way back into almost right to where the 

edge of the house or the end of the property. Yes, there's a park - their parking lot is there. 

WM: What church is it?  

SC: It starts over at Hawthorne and goes, it's a big, I don't know, remember the name of it.  
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WM: Oh, Wow. I'm trying to think of what church that could be. We could look it up. What was the 

neighbor? Can you describe what the neighborhood was like when you were growing up?  

SC: Well, you know, we, well, I, like I said, my cousins and them lived about two blocks away and then 

of course the, the neighborhood was just, you know, kids get outside and play and just, we knew 

everybody around which is, you know, thing of the past, nobody knows who their neighbors are anymore. 

At least we don't. But, yeah, we would get out and, and everybody, my mom was kind of, she wanted us 

always to stay close so lots of times that people could gather at our house and we had, uh, you know, lots 

of fun playing. My cousins would come over.  

WM: So, it was, it was nice having relatives and that was the kind of environment which I grew up. So I 

can appreciate the importance of them. What were the, the names of some of the neighboring families? 

SC: I remember there was a Ronald and family and then, the Campbells were on just across, they lived on 

the other corner across from Hillside. I can't remember their name. They had a son named Bobby and, of 

course, in front of our house was, B F Reed had a construction company there and, he had like, I, I, I think 

he was a realtor but he also did construction, built big houses, built houses and he had like bulldozers and 

backhoes and all that kind of stuff. And he had a sawmill. I remember there was a big controversy that we 

went to, that my parents went to court and all the neighbors because he would saw wood and the sawdust 

would come over into our yard and it was distressful.  

WM: Not a very healthy situation. 

SC: No. 

WM: So, B. F. Reed was the father of the Reed family which owned the Reed House. 

SC: Eleanor, I know Eleanor went to, she was the same age as my brother and I know she was, but I can't 

remember the other kids, but there were several of them.  
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WM: So there, there was a, a fair amount of social mixing and interaction among the neighbors in the 

years that you were growing up.  

SC: Yes, yes. 

WM: And there were presumably children of your age in the neighborhood.  

SC: Yes, there was. 

WM: Who were some of your childhood friends? 

SC: Well, down off of Dixie Road, Dixie Highway, there was Elsie Todd, her father's name was Frank 

Todd and they were just down and then on the other end up near Park Street was another friend, Anne 

Cook. And we were best friends all through high school. And, but I, in fact, Elsie has since died a few 

years ago and I've lost all contact with Anne and her family, but kind of an interesting story. It would be 

that we, we didn't live on the corner house. We lived in the second house and then the corner house was 

owned by Jeff Garner and it was a rental house and I have a friend that I still are, the Caylor family, Von 

and Catherine Caylor that I'm still in contact with. And that’s who - in fact, we moved up to Cisco, 

Georgia, and, and bought a farm next to them. But also, that was when we were like six or so. But when I 

was like thirteen, this family, the Crowe family moved in, they had - Mr Crowe worked for B F Reed, he 

drove the bulldozers and all that. He was in that. So that's why he had moved there. And they had four 

sons, one was married, one was in the Navy, and then the oldest one at home was Robert, which ended up 

being my husband and we, he used to tease me because I would say he dated every girl in the 

neighborhood before he dated me. And he said, would you rather be the first or the last? And so, but they 

moved there and they lived there for two years and we got married. I was very young. I was 15 when we 

got married and he was 17, almost 18.  

WM: How do you feel about living so close to the railroad? Was that an issue? 
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SC: Never bothered me. Yeah, it never did. And then when we moved up to Cisco, we still lived near a 

railroad. You know, it just never bothered me. That just… 

WM: You get used to it. 

SC: Yeah, the worst thing was when, the Lockheed and them would start up a plane and it would be so 

loud that you couldn't talk to anybody like this. It was just the noise that, that was a bother, but the train 

never bothered me.  

WM: Did your family engage in any gardening to produce food for? 

SC: My dad always had a garden. Now, between the two houses, there was probably a half an acre of land 

and we always had that with, and my mother canned everything - she was brought up in the depression. 

And so she thought she had to preserve food. So everything that we didn't need, she put it into, canned it 

and saved it for the winter months.  

WM: That reminds me of my own family in a big way. Did the neighboring golf course exist when you 

were growing up? 

SC: If it did, I didn't know about it. I didn't, none of my family, my brother, I'm not very athletic or sports 

minded at all. My brother played football and got a broken collarbone. He played basketball in the ninth 

grade and broke his ankle. So my mother said no more sports and of course I never played any of them. 

But then my, my husband and my, all of my children, both my children and all my grandchildren are all 

sports people. They all play. Even the little granddaughter I live with, she's ten and she plays softball and 

loves it just. But no, we didn't, we didn't have any golf experience.  

WM: The so-called Smyrna Line of Civil War entrenchments ran just north of Windy Hill according to 

military maps in the area. Do you remember the remains of any civil war entrenchments?  

SC: No, I don’t.  
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WM: You indicated that your father built some houses in the neighborhood and that you lived in one of 

these. I guess we've already dealt with this. Can you describe any of these houses?  

SC: The last one that we lived in which we ended up, after my dad died in 1960, my mother married again 

in 1963 and they lived there until, they moved to Cisco, Georgia, when we did, but it was a two story 

brick, I mean, two story wood house. The one, the first one we built was block, but this one was wood and 

had a big porch on the front and under the porch he had this little building that was my playhouse and he 

even had a, a heater in it so we could play in the winter. And so my cousins and I really enjoyed having 

that and we had our little oven and sink and stove. But yeah, they were just wooden houses. 

WM: Now, how about schooling? What schools did you go to?  

SC: I went 1st and 2nd grade to Smyrna and I went, I was the first I was in the - 

SC: There through the seventh grade. And then they built a new one, Hawthorne, and I was in that district. 

So I went to Hawthorne, the eighth grade and then that, was the, we were the first graduating class from 

Hawthorne. And then I went to Campbell, started in ‘60.  

WM: Do you remember the name of the principal?  

SC: Oh, goodness. At Smyrna? At Hawthorne? Campbell? 

WM: Any of those schools. 

SC: Jasper Griffin was the principal when I was there. Yes. And then Mr Alfred, and it's really funny 

because one of the coaches was named Bill Bennett, of course, Coach Bennett was really big into 

coaching the football and all this. And, now Bill Bennett goes to our church and it's kind of hard for me to 

say Bill Bennett because he's Coach Bennett to talk to me and a lot of the members of Bethany. And his 

wife, Joanne is a big member of the United Methodist women's circle there. So, and she was also the 

secretary at Campbell at that time.  
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WM: Who were your closest school friends?  

SC: Oh, Elsie and Anne. 

WM: Who were also neighbors. 

SC: Oh, yes. Yes.  

WM: Where did your family do its grocery shopping? 

SC: The, there was a little store and it was close to the Fair Oaks Drive-In and it was called Stewart's the 

best I can remember. And it was just an individually owned, and you know, that, and you go over there 

and of course they would let you buy things all week until payday and put it on a tab and then on pay day 

you pay it, you know. And we did most of the shopping there and then I know that the Kroger and the, I 

think it was the A&P was over in Smyrna, the Belmont Hills shopping center after a while. But most of 

the time we just went to the little small store but then I think we finally went to… 

WM: And you said it was next to? 

SC:  The Fair Oaks Drive-In, just as you cross the road there. Yeah, it's been, my husband and I went to 

the Fair Oaks Drive-In a lot of times because back then they changed the movies three times a week, you 

know. So, but it was a drive in there. 

WM: And it was located where? 

SC: Off Atlanta Road there, just above, probably about two or three miles above Belmont Hills. No signs 

of it at all now.  

WM: Two or three miles. That would place it almost in Marietta.  
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SC: No, not that far. Probably may have just been a mile, maybe a mile, a mile and a half. No, it was still 

right there in Smyrna, we could have, we walked over to the store a lot, to the, to Stewart’s grocery store.  

WM: What do you remember about Smyrna’s old downtown? 

SC: Oh, yeah. I remember Foutses, they were, you know, we went to school with the Fouts boys, you 

know. And Saul’s, every year that's where we got our school clothes, we went to the Saul’s department 

store and got those and then… 

WM: Now where was that situated? Saul’s Department Store? 

SC: It was down on Main Street. Yeah, it was just, there was several shops there and it was toward the end 

of it.  

WM: So, on Atlanta Road.  

SC: Yes. Yeah.  

WM: Did you spend much time in the old downtown area?  

SC: Not a lot, no. 

WM: Do you have any memories of the construction or opening of the Belmont shopping center? That 

would be 1954, you would have been nine at that point. 

SC: I kind of remember a little bit about it. Of course, you know, we were all excited when they finally 

opened. I mean, they had a theater and you could just, we could just walk over there to the theater and, 

and to the Kroger, and Grant’s, they had, you know, I don't remember much of the construction of it but I 

know it was the place to go back then.  

WM: The celebrity that they invited to the opening was Anita Ekberg. 
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SC: I don't know who that is, no. 

WM: You stated that, in the information form that you completed, that you worked there for a period of 

years.  Was that after you and your husband moved to Marietta?  

SC: Yes. Yes. Yeah, we have a son that was born in 1964 and then we moved up to a house on Sewell Mill 

Road in Marietta. And, I worked at the Top Value Stamps, which Kroger gave Top Value Stamps and you 

could redeem those books of stamps for different things, you know, about anything, housewares and 

sheets and towels and toys and all kinds of stuff. And so I worked at Top Value for about five years.  

WM:  Belmont, the Belmont Hill shopping center supposedly was the largest in the Southeast United 

States. 

SC: Yes, yes. 

WM: And drew people in from distant points, apparently a lot. What did you and your family do for 

entertainment in the fifties and early sixties? 

SC: We did have television. But mostly what I, besides the one aunt and uncle that lived there on Davis 

Road, we had another one that lived in the Belmont Hill shopping center, my dad's brother and  - not the 

shopping center, Belmont Hills was a community. And they lived there and of course they would come to 

the house and we would go to theirs and it was mostly just visiting with them. We watched a few of those, 

you know, little thirty minute shows that had fifteen minutes of advertisement, fifteen minutes of the 

show.  

WM: Did you ever visit the Teen Canteen on Church street?  

SC: No. 

WM: No? That sat on the side of what's now the Wolfe center. 
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SC: We were diehard Baptist back then, and we didn't go to places like that.  

WM: Really? What was the, what would have been the objection?  

SC: Oh, it was probably just people doing unchristian-like things.  Kissing and… 

WM:. Oh, I see.  Okay. How about movies? 

SC: We did go to the movies. We went to the Fair Oaks drive-in a lot and we also went over to the, the 

theater in Belmont Hills.  

WM: And did you ever go to the Jonquil Theater, down in, in the downtown?  

SC: No, I don’t think I ever did. 

WM: I think that was the oldest one. 

SC:  I don't think I ever did. My dad's help, health kept us from doing a lot of things because he would 

have to all, you know, he had - it affected his kidneys. And so he would, he would have to get up and 

leave to the bathroom a lot. So we didn't do a lot of stuff like that.  

WM: Well, I understand that I'm diabetic and also have kidney problems. But that was a much more 

severe condition back in the…  

SC: Oh yeah. 

WM: Actually my grandfather had diabetes as well in the forties. He died in ‘44 and they attribute it to 

diabetes. Let’s see, you've told us how you met your husband, your future husband, Robert Crowe, he 

lived in the neighborhood. You indicated that relatives lived in the old Belmont mansion, Belmont house, 

which at that point had been divided into several apartments.  

SC: Right, yes. 
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WM: And your son did a handsome painting of the old mansion. 

SC: Yes, thank you. 

WM: Based on a few photographs that we have. What can you tell us about an important local landmark 

at the last stages of its history?  

SC: Well, of course, it got to where it was, I guess Mr Garner passed away and he couldn't upkeep on it 

anymore. And so it started to deteriorate. And so then it became just a place that we could go, people 

would go and take trash - old mattresses, that kind of stuff, you know, that they didn't want, didn't want to 

haul away. So, we would go in and kind of use it like trampolines and jump on them and play and hide in 

there and, and probably broke windows and, and things and so just, but it was just a big - even the lady 

that I go to church with now, she lived over in that area, Deborah Nix and she played in there. So, several 

friends from church remember it.  

WM: Now, can you fix the exact location of the Belmont house for me?  

SC: It was on Davis Road. It was right here and Dixie Avenue was right there and it was just right there 

on the corner.  

WM: So that would be above the… 

SC: It was just almost directly across from the shopping center.  

WM: Oh, really?  

SC: Yeah.  

WM: Ok. All right. And it was below where the intersection of Windy Hill Road is today, and Atlanta 

Road.  
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SC: Yes.  Well…yes, it was. 

WM: That's interesting. I had imagined it was above that, I’d always thought it was above that. 

SC: It was right there. Davis Road was there and, and Atlanta Road, and it was just right in that area 

across from the Belmont Hills shopping center. 

WM: You dealt with your educational experience. How did you get back and forth to school? Were you 

bused or did you… 

SC: When I was, you know, the 1st and 2nd grades when we went to Smyrna, my mom took us. But yeah, 

we could go up on Davis, I mean, on Dixie Avenue and wait for the bus there. We would just walk up and, 

you know, just a block away and, and, but we were bused.  

WM: That was a school bus.  

SC: Yes. But then the year that I went to Hawthorne, they didn't have a bus route for that. And in fact, the 

first year of Hawthorne, we only went half a day, so my mother had to carry us then. Of course, 

Hawthorne was so close to us, we could have walked, but I don't know. 

WM: Do you remember any of your teachers in particular? 

SC:  The one at Hawthorne - Lilia Neighbors? She was just a real mentor for me. She just had a lot of, of, 

she, she just spent a lot of time teaching and trying to train us, you know, she was just a big help. 

WM: What grade were you in? 

SC:  Eighth grade.  

WM: Eighth? 

SC: Yeah. 
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WM: That's interesting. I taught eighth grade for many years. It's an impressionable time.  

SC: Yes, it is. 

WM: Did you have a favorite subject or subjects in school?  

SC: I think that I liked history the best. And I know in, at Campbell, I had Coach Lattanzi and he was, you 

know, but I think all through the years I've liked the history. 

WM: The mayor has spoken very affectionately of Mr. Lattanzi.  I did an interview with Max Bacon. 

SC: Oh, ok. 

WM: And of course, the field on Ward Street has been named in his memory. Now, you entered Belmont 

Elementary School in the early 1950s. Were you in the first class? 

SC: Yes. Every time there was a new school district, somehow I was in that. Third grade. 

WM: Were there any school related incidents at Belmont Elementary or the other schools that you 

attended to stand out in your mind that you'd like to relate to us?  

SC: Nothing really. It's just, you know. I don't remember anything in particular.  

WM: Now, the experience at Hawthorne, that was after Belmont, correct? 

SC: Yes. I went third through seventh at Belmont.  

WM: Did your family belong to a local church?  

SC: No, we belonged to Oak Grove, which was up on, I think it's highway 92 now. And it's a Baptist 

church that my father's family were all members of. And so we ended up there. Now, I'm a member of the 

Bethany United Methodist over on Hurt and Hicks Road, the friendly church in the corner.  
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WM: So your family was, must have been active members of that congregation. 

SC: Yes, yes. 

WM: And yeah, as you said, you now belong and, and they are apparently quite active in the Bethany 

United Methodist church on Hurt Road. What can you tell us about the history of that church?  

SC: Well, it has just celebrated its 100th year probably about five years ago and it originally started down 

in Grove Park in Atlanta. And then they moved up here and I think they met for a while in Russell 

Elementary and then they built the church and then they, it's probably been maybe twenty years ago. They 

built the addition, which is the current one, but the first one which they now call The Rock because that's 

where the youth meets and, and all, it's still attached to this part of the sanctuary that we go to now.  

WM: So that, that church, as you said, it moved from Atlanta. 

SC: Yes. 

WM: And has it always been at the Hurt Road location since the move? 

SC: Well, no. Well, it was a temporary where they first moved up here and then, it's been there now, the 

original church is still there and then they added the addition on which is… 

WM: Did you have any contact growing up with the African American population?  

SC: No. 

WM: A number of families had Black domestics that they brought in. 

SC: We didn’t. We were poor. My dad's illness, he didn't work a lot. And so we were, but we didn't know 

we were poor. We were happy.  

WM: Were you aware of the existence of the Davenport Town/Rose Garden Hill neighborhood? 
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SC: No. 

WM:  Did you live in Smyrna at any point after 1964 when you and your husband moved to Marietta or 

did that mark the end of…?  

SC: That was the end of until well, I, I technically live in Marietta now, I have a Marietta address. But as 

you come out of my subdivision, you go to Austell and you turn and go towards the church and then 

you're in Smyrna.  

WM: So not very far away.  

SC: No, no, about a mile from Smyrna. But no, I lived, we lived on Sewell Mill Road until we moved to 

North Georgia. And after my husband's death in 2013, my, he had asked my son, my youngest son Bart to 

take care of his mom. And so my son took it literally. And so he moved me in with him and his wife and 

daughter. And so, and it works out very well.  

WM: Now, is that the son that did the painting?  

SC: Yes. Yes. 

WM: Where is the painting currently? Is that in your son's possession or… 

SC:  It's actually, it's in my bedroom.  

WM: Oh really? 

SC: Yes. 

WM: Well, if you ever decide that you want to give it to the… 

SC: Well, he made a copy of it and donated it.  
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WM: I think that this library would love to have it.  

SC: Ok. Well, it's somewhere, he donated it when we had the, when we came over, he signed me up for 

the charter member thing. He brought one then and it was there. So I don't know where it is now.  

WM: So they must have it in…. 

SC: Yes. 

WM: I’ll ask Jennie.  

SC: Oh, it would be wonderful if it was displayed here because I was really disappointed that they didn't 

have it at the museum. 

WM: Well, I'll talk to Jennie about possibly hanging it here. It could still belong to the museum and be on 

display here.  My wife runs the gallery here at the library.  

SC: Oh that’s great. That would be wonderful.  

WM: Yeah, we'll get it out somewhere in public.  

SC: And we were kind of disappointed too that there were not any pictures of Belmont Hills. It did 

mention Belmont Hills, but it had the Dickson shopping center, but it didn't mention, but it didn't show 

any pictures of Belmont Hills. So hopefully you can make one from this.  

WM: That's strange because I know that, I mean, the postcard that you showed me that I made a copy of, 

I've seen that. So it was available to the museum and it should have been displayed.  

SC: But we came to the grand opening and, and we didn't see any, you know. 
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WM: Well, it isn't, the museum isn't complete. There are a number of exhibition panels that are 

incomplete. As a matter of fact, I made an appointment with Jennie Eldridge, contacted her recently about 

filling in some of those.  

SC: Yeah, that's what I kind of thought. There was drawers that you could pull out and, and eventually 

we’ll have things there. 

WM: Well, there will be, but some of those drawers were not really operational so that I don't know if 

that's been corrected. But they, they were maybe 90% finished at the point when the museum opened. 

Sometimes it's, it's difficult to coordinate the completion of project like that with the announced opening 

day and that was the case here. But, I think they'll get things squared away.  

SC: My son that I live with and his wife, they are looking to move closer to, to the Smyrna, move to the 

Smyrna area. 

SC: Mount Bethel school and she's going to be in the fifth grade next year, oh she's going to be in the 

sixth grade next year. And she has, you know, a lot of after school activities and it would be easier to get 

there from over in this area. Plus we just have a small, you know, a neighborhood where we live now. So 

they want to move closer to Smyrna. 

WM: Well, I hope they succeed in finding something. 

SC: Yes, I do too. That would be, you know, strange that I began almost my whole life. I began here and 

then to live my last years in Smyrna would be wonderful.  

WM: That would be nice. Todd, did you have any questions you wanted to ask? 

TF: Did you attend any college? I know that was kind of a… 
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SC: I did not until I was in my later years. I did go to Reinhardt College, in Murray County, which is 

where we moved to, in Chatsworth, Georgia, near Dalton. We had an extension of Reinhardt and my 

husband and I both went there and then I went to a school at Lookout Mountain. 

TF: What did you study in school?  

SC: Business, business. Yeah. I worked for Shaw Industries, which is a big company up in Dalton area. 

And I ended up being the training and safety manager for one of the plants over in Chatsworth.  

WM: Reinhardt College has an excellent Indian museum.  

SC: Oh, yeah? Oh, I haven't seen that. I have several friends that went there.  

WM: Anything else? 

TF: No, that’s all I have, I'm just curious.  

WM: Well, that brings us to the end of the formal interview. Is there anything that you'd like to add that 

we perhaps didn’t touch on?  

SC: We’re just really glad that y'all are doing this. I just, like I said, I love history and, and I'm, I'm glad 

that people are still interested in this and, and bringing it out and making it available to some of us old, 

old Smyrnans.  

WM: We appreciate you sharing with us. I mean, that, that's what oral history is all about because these 

recollections, unless they're written down or? 

SC: Oh, I know. 

WM: Well, thank you very much.  

SC: Thank y’all very much. I've enjoyed it and I hope y’all have a happy holiday.  


