
City of Smyrna Fire Marshal’s Office 

Temporary Tents and Canopies – 2012 International Fire Code (IFC), 2012 Life Safety Code (LSC), and 

NFPA 102  

 

Type of Temporary Structure:  

  

  Tent   Canopy 

 

Start Date: ____/____/____ 

 

End Date: ____/____/____ 

 Number of Tents/Canopies _______ Size of Tent/Canopy _________sq ft  

     

Job/Event Name _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ City_______________________ Zip_____________ 

Note: Fire Department Inspection is not required for tents less than 400 sq ft or canopies less than 700 sq ft (no sides) 

Check Box if No Fire Department Inspection Required   Init._____ 

Cooking YN              Sides YN                          Generator YN         Fuel Fired Equipment  YN                                      

Open Flame YN        Propane Tanks YN        Stage YN                  Stairs YN    

**All items below shall be addressed on the plans** (If line is not applicable a general note is acceptable) Pass Fail 

DRAWING REQUIREMENTS (IFC 3103)   

1) Plat/Key Plan shall be provided to identify the location of the tents/canopies in relation to property lines, other 

buildings/structures, and parking areas. 
  

2) The tent/canopy floor plan shall identify the layout of the tent/canopy to include but not limited to means of egress 

facilities, exit signs, emergency lighting, fire extinguishers, seating arrangement, and table arrangement based on the 

occupancy requirement of the LSC. 

  

3) The tent/canopy floor plan shall identify whether sides will be provided or not   

4) The duration of the event (start date and end date) shall be identified on the tent/canopy floor plan   

FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS AND LOCATION (IFC 3103.8.1 AND 3103.8.2)   

1) Fire department access roads shall be provided to tents/canopies and the location of tents/canopies shall not obstruct 

fire department to other buildings/structures. 
  

2) Tents/canopies shall be located more than 20 feet from lot lines, other buildings/structures, parked vehicles and 

internal combustion engines. (Guy wires and support ropes are considered parts of the tent/canopy) Note: The IFC 

provides exceptions to separation requirements 

  

MEANS OF EGRESS FACILITIES (LSC and IFC)   

1) The number and minimum width of exits shall comply with LSC for the specific occupancy.   

2) Exit openings shall remain open unless covered by a flame retardant curtain (IFC 3103.12.3)   

3) Curtains shall be free sliding on metal support and shall be of a color that contrasts with the color of the tent.   

4) Exit signs are required where the occupant load exceeds 50 persons.  Self-luminous exit signs are permitted. (LSC 

7.10.7.2) 
  

5) Provide emergency lighting in accordance with the LSC for the specific occupancy type   

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS   

1) The Fire Retardant Certificate is required for each tent/canopy (including sides) and is required to match the specific 

tent/canopy (IFC 3104.2) All Tents must have a permanent label bearing size and type of material/fabric. (IFC 3104.3) 
  

2) Combustible material such as hay, straw, shavings or similar combustible material shall not be permitted in or within 

20 feet of tents/canopies (IFC 3104.5) 
  

3) Smoking is not permitted in tents/canopies.  “No Smoking” signs shall be posted around the tent/canopy (IFC 3104.6)   

4) Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided. (IFC 3104.12)   

5) Cooking is not permitted in or near tents/canopies except where the provisions of  (IFC 3104.7)   
6) Generators and other internal combustion engines shall be located more than 20 feet from tents/canopies and shall be 

isolated from contact with the public by a fence or other approved means. (IFC 3104.19) 
  

7) Propane tanks shall be located more than 10 feet from tents/canopies and protected from vehicles and secured. (IFC 

3104.16) 
  

The above is not an all-inclusive list - Tents/Canopies must meet all applicable provisions identified in the 

IFC, LSC, & NFPA 102.  

                           Fire Marshal:_______________________________________   Date:______________ 

 
10/19/2012 


